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Abstract

This article aims to study the occurrance of “Romantic
love” as a new form of relationship and sexual desire under the
norms of the building of the Thai nation in the 1930s, a time
of social and cultural changes that the Thai state promoted
monogamy and encourage its citizen to have a a monogamous
marriage. In the past, the studies in the past explained the
monogamy system as a mechanism to modernize and civilize the
nation. This article aims to expand of understanding and criticize
the boundaries between power and knowledge hidden in the
discourses produced by the state that describe romantic love
and the sexual identity of citizens by using Michel Foucault’s
concept as an analytical approach. It is found that romantic love
in Thai society has combined individualist ideologies with the
tradition of the extended family system contributing to the fact
that the discourse of love is both the union of lovers and social
image.

Keywords: romantic love, monogamy, modern Thai state, sex
and eroticism
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