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Abstract

Pipit Banglamphu Museum aims to showcase the various
cultures and histories of the Banglamphu Community. However,
the museum chose to present only the positive memories among
the community. These selected representations tend to build
the feeling of nationalism. This article aims to study the museum
and nationalism as a fantasy, examining the a case study of Pipit
Banglamphu Museum, and focusing on 2 questions. Namely,
these are: 1) What elements are selected for exhibit in the museum,
and what elements are ignored? 2) How does the museum
reinforce the concept of nationalism? The results show that the
museum contructed a national imaginary in two configurations.
Firstly, the museum presents a selected narrative about Banglamphu’s
history, for example, Si San Banglamphu (Lively Banglamphu)
and Tin Khon Dee Sri Banglamphu (Good People of Banglamphu).
Although these exhibitions present an ideal community within
the concept of the nation, interviews with the people of Banglamphu
revealed many hidden histories that could have been shown in
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the museum. Secondly, the museum used techniques of feeling
where the information is not presented textually but rather displayed
with technologies of exhibition, such as movies, pictures, sounds
and light. When people walk into the museum, they will touch a
visual and auditory fantasy of Banglamphu’s history. Thereby,
these exhibitions can instigate an internal feeling of nostalgia of
national imagined communities. Pipit Banglamphu Museum is
not only the documentation of Banglamphu communities, it is a
reconstruction of Nationalism as a Fantasy.

Keywords: Pipit Banglamphu, Museum, Nationalism, Feeling
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11 Nostalgia, reflexivity, and the narratives of self: reflections
on Devine’s “Removing the rough edges?” Jafari & Taheri (2014)
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