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Abstract

The Land Law of 1996 empowered Vietnamese households
to manage and affirm their rights and obligations to land (forest)
use. Additionally, the 1991 Law on Forest Protection and Development
(amended 2004) prescribed the management and use of the
land's (forests) resources. Controversially, the Vietnamese state's
developmental discourse for territorial transformation of its forest
industry zones signifies forest management at the hand of the
state and the investors. This posture demonstrates the economic
policy to convert natural resources into a commodity. However,
the local communities and the state's industry development

contradict each other's approach to managing natural resources.
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Considering the Tai political society constituted by its customary
laws, social rules, and local institutes, this paper attempts to
elaborate on the roles of female intellectual shamans, the Mé
Mots, in their practice of the Cha Chiéng ritual. This paper analyzes
local idioms and the structure of feelings in the Cha Chiéng rituals
in the context of the commodification of natural resources.
Ethnographic inquiries conducted around 2 to 4 weeks each year
in 2017, 2019, 2020, and 2022 in Quan Saon district, in the highlands
of Thanh Hdéa province, a border city close to the Vietnam-Laos
border, provided the basis for this study. The results of this inquiry
depicted that the structure of feelings in local idioms reproduced
in their rituals were potentially the collective feelings and forces
of the local people to construct boundaries and regulations for

the state's and company's natural resources management.

Keywords: Female shaman, Tai in Vietnam, Ritual, Structure of

Feelings, Local Idioms
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