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ABSTRACT

Migrant workers have playe d an integral role in the economic
development of Thailand. However, they lack official recognition
as “citizens of the state” and lead lives devoid of legal, social,
and institutional protection. Throughout the years, their pursuit
of acknowledgment has manifested through various strategies
within Thai society, akin to navigating a precarious journey on an
unstable path. The global repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic
have profoundly impacted individuals worldwide, with Thailand

being no exception. Regrettably, the government’s response to
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addressing this issue has exacerbated the vulnerability of migrant
workers, curtailing their access to livelihoods, healthcare, and
diverse relief programs. This article aims to present the outcomes
of a research project titled “Invisible Man in Epidemiology: The
“Bare Life” of the Marginal People in Chiang Mai,” conducted
between 2021 and 2022. The study illuminates the distinctive
challenges confronted by Shan migrant workers, particularly diverse
groups within the Chiang Mai City, amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
From its inception to the third wave, the narrative encapsulates
the experiences of these individuals as “human beings,” encompassing

both hardship and adaptive efforts to endure adversity.

Keywords: Covid-19, invisible man, marginal people, Shan migrant

workers
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nszualan1Adm (globalization) lanelinusingnisainis
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