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Abstract

This article aims to broaden the understanding of family
history in terms of gender relations between father and son, focusing
on the case of King Chulalongkorn and Prince Chakrabongse between
1896 and 1910. To accomplish this, it draws on primary sources,
especially family letters, which reflect the lived experiences of
their relationship. The article argues that the father-son relationship
was central to elite families and profoundly affected fathers’
thoughts, personalities, and emotions. This relationship was elevated
in significance alongside the patrilineal succession from father to
son and was shaped by a new situation in which fathers had to
send their sons to study in Europe, which was regarded as the
center of modernity. The danger that followed lay in the sons’
transnational and transcultural experiences, which encompassed
certain aspects that were unacceptable within elite families and

ultimately strained the father-son relationship.

Keywords: King Chulalongkorn, Prince Chakrabongse, family history,

father-son relationship
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