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Abstract

This article reconceptualizes research utilization in the
social sciences by proposing the notion of social sciences as
intellectual infrastructure. Rather than evaluating impact through
linear models that trace direct pathways from research output to
policy or innovative outcomes, the article argues that much of
social science influence operates cumulatively and indirectly.
Drawing on examples from Thai scholarship on inequality, political
conflict, ethnicity, and gender, it demonstrates how research
contributes to public life by reshaping problem definitions,
generating shared frameworks of reasoning, informing institutional

practices, and improving the quality of public deliberation. These
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effects often unfold over extended periods and involve multiple
actors, making them difficult to capture through short-term, out-
put-oriented evaluation systems. The article therefore proposes
a shift from measuring discrete results to identifying empirical
traces of transformation across four levels: keywords, public reasoning,
institutional embedding, and deliberative processes. By reframing
utilization as a cumulative and structural process, the article
offers a policy-relevant framework for evaluating social science
research in ways that align with its epistemic nature and democratic

function.

Keywords: Social sciences, Intellectual infrastructure, Research

utilization, Cumulative impact, Public reasoning
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