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Abstract

This article examines China's policy towards Myanmar and the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA), or the Kokang forces, from 1988 to the present. It analyzes how these
policies have contributed to state fragility in Myanmar and how this fragility has impacted China's
economic interests and strategic initiatives, particularly the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and related
projects. The study has two primary objectives: (1) to analyze how China's policies toward the Myanmar
military and the MNDAA have influenced Myanmar's state weakness since 1988, and (2) to assess the
implications of this fragility for China's interests in Myanmar. In addition, the article explores the
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ongoing conflict between the Myanmar military and the MNDAA, as well as China’s intervention in

Myanmar’s internal affairs following the 2021 military coup. The study argues that the BRI has elevated

Myanmar's strategic importance to China, prompting a more assertive Chinese intervention to safeguard

its interests. Nevertheless, the triangular relationship between China, Myanmar, and the MNDAA

continues to pose significant obstacles to conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts in Myanmar.
Keyword: China, Myanmar, Weak State, Belt and Road Initiative, Kokang
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