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Abstract
This article aims to examine and compare conceptual metaphors of love in
contemporary Chinese and Thai popular songs within the framework of cognitive linguistics
and conceptual metaphor theory, which conceptualizes metaphor as a fundamental cognitive
mechanism enabling humans to understand abstract concepts through concrete experience. The
research data consist of 100 top-ranked popular songs in each language from the 2024 Apple
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Music charts. Only songs that primarily use Chinese or Thai and contain metaphorical
expressions related to love were selected for analysis. The results of the analysis and cross-
linguistic comparison indicate that love metaphors can be classified into ten categories. Seven
categories are shared by both languages, namely love as a human or social role, the body,
plants, food, nature, the supernatural, and a journey. In contrast, three categories - animal
metaphors, language metaphors, and gambling metaphors - are found exclusively in Chinese
song lyrics. These findings reveal both universal conceptual commonalities and culture-
specific differences in the metaphorical conceptualization of love across the two languages.
Moreover, the study contributes to research in cognitive linguistics and offers practical
implications for teaching Chinese and Thai as foreign languages, as well as for translation
between the two languages.

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphors of love, Chinese and Thai
languages
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