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Abstract

This study aimed to (1) examine the priority needs for managing Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration recreation centers to promote a learning metropolis, (2) develop a recreation
center management model grounded in Buddhist principles, and (3) evaluate the model’s
suitability, feasibility, and usefulness. A multiphase mixed-methods design was employed.
Quantitative data were collected through questionnaires from 322 recreation-center users and
25 model evaluators and analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
the modified Priority Needs Index (PNImodified). Qualitative data were obtained from
interviews with 15 key informants and a focus group with nine experts and analyzed through
content analysis. The findings showed that the highest-priority need was promoting learning
for and through work, followed by improving learning quality and excellence, fostering a
lifelong learning culture, revitalizing learning in families and communities, expanding learning
opportunities from basic through higher education, and using modern learning technologies.
The developed model comprised four components: principles, objectives, implementation
methods, and conditions for success. Its four principal activities were a Volunteer Teacher and
Recreation Scholar Bank, a Digital Wisdom Information Center and Living Exhibition, a rapid
thinking and problem-solving workshop, and a volunteer recreation and virtuous-living project.
Expert evaluation confirmed that the model was suitable, feasible, and useful. The model was
synthesized as V-LEARN: Virtuous Practice, Lifelong Mentorship, Enhanced Digital Assets,
Analytical Thinking, Reflective Dialogue, and Networked Learning City. The model therefore
offers an actionable framework for connecting ethical practice, continuous mentoring, digital
learning resources, analytical problem solving, reflective knowledge exchange, and citywide
learning networks in Bangkok recreation centers.

Keywords: Recreation Center Management, Learning Metropolis, Buddhist Principles,
V-LEARN
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