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Abstract

This research entitled “The Representation of Thai Teenager in Television Drama Series aimed
to 1) study the construction of representation of teenagers in television drama series, 2) study
the perception of teenage audiences towards the construction of representation of teenagers
in television drama series and 3) to analyze the interpretation of teenagers towards the content
presented in television drama series.

This research was a qualitative research focusing on analyzing the scenarios and audiences.
Case studies of the research consisted of 6 television drama series containing teenager-related
content including Water Boyy-The Series, U-Prince Series, Secret Love: Puppy Honey 2, Make
It Right-The Series Season 2 and Project S-The Series. The data were gathered using scenario
analysis approach and group discussion with teenage audiences.

The results revealed that the representation of Thai teenagers in television drama series includ-
ed the construction of family conflicts between a father and his son, teenage love in campus, life
at university, being recognized by the group, teenagers’ self-adjustment, partisan-related issues,
homosexual and heterosexual issues, going against the grain and dream catching.

In terms of the perception of teenage audiences towards the construction of representation
of teenagers in television drama series, the perceived content related to gender, love, friendship,
lifestyle and attitudes of teenagers in each television drama series. Teenagers perceived the con-
tent according to social standards. The analysis of interpretation of teenagers toward the content
presented in television drama series showed that teenagers had the right solutions to the problem
in their mind influenced by social standards rather than content presented in the series.

Keywords: Cultural Transmission, Thai Culture, Television Drama
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