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Abstract

The quantitative research on “the relationship of press freedom and corruption in Thailand”
aimed to study Thai press freedom, corruption in Thailand and examine the relationship of Thai
press freedom and corruption. Collecting data by using coding sheet combined with statictical
analysis consisted; (1) Document analysis, to study press freedom and corruption in Thailand
between 1995 and 2017 by analyzed the annual report of press freedom index and corruption
perceptions index with descriptive statistics. (2) The study of relationship between Thai press
freedom and corruption, was applied the Pearson product moment correlation coefficient to test
hypothesis.

The study found that the most of Thai press encountered some of the limitation of operations
or partly free (56.522%), followed by not free (26.087%) and was free (17.391%). The average
points of press freedom index was 49.478 or the overall of Thai press were partly free. Furthermore,
Thailand had a high level of corruption (100%) with an average score of corruption perceptions
index was 3.408 that signified there always was a high level of corruption in Thailand. In addition,
Thai press freedom had a significant relationship with corruption at the level of significance .01,
which was moderate level and positive relationship (r = .599, p = .003). That indicated, freedom
of the press was correlated with corruption, but cannot reduce corruption in Thailand.

Keywords : Thai press freedom, Corruption in Thailand
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