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Abstract

The study for The Indicators of Competencies for Media, Information and Digital Literacy
(MIDL) for Democratic Citizenship for Secondary School Children (10-18 years old) is aimed to
develop the MIDL indicators suitable for the age group. In order to accomplish the research goal,
the media use behavior of the target group was extensively studied through document research
in order to identify the corresponding MIDL competencies specifically for the secondary school
children. The resulting MIDL indicators were validated and evaluated by experts in the field. The
study found that children in the secondary school level used online media the most, particularly
LINE and Facebook, and via smartphones. The purposes were to converse about general topics,
school matters and it is also found that they accessed inappropriate content including violence,
gambling, pornography. The behavior was due to curiosity, entertainment, persuaded, and the
viral nature of the content. This virality of the content was also found to be the cause of children
of this age group distributing inappropriate content in addition to their reckless nature. The target
group viewed the act of publishing their inappropriate act online as personal rights and did it for the
sakes of fame, showing off, attention, imitation, expression, money, and familial love, respectively.
Based on the child development concepts for this age group, these media use bahaviors would
lead to the Loss of Opportunity and media addiction as well as emotional impact and affecting
others in the society at large. The focus group with experts as well as the target group found that
the secondary school children should exhibit four competencies of MIDL including Access (safely
and ethically), Analyze and Evaluate (through critical thinking), Create, and Reflect and Act to
make changes in the society. These competencies led to the development of the indicators that
would be useful for all stakeholders in creating a tool to measure the MIDL level of the secondary
school children.
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