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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the Thai Theravada Bhikkhuni discourses and power that related
to the two attempts to restore Theravada bhikkhuni in Thailand, based on the concept of Michel
Foucault’s discourse and evidences from documents, news, and interview. The research found
that the first attempt was recorded in 1928 but failed. The controversy erupted again in 2001 when
Chatsumarn Kabilsingh went for her ordination in Sri Lanka and claimed for being the first Theravada
bhikkhuni of Thailand. The study shows that the disputes constructed knowledge of Buddhism,
power of the state and traditions. This knowledge practiced through communication strategies:
explanation, argument and reproach, power enforcement, organizational and institutional power,
violence, obstinacy, and activities. These strategies were implemented by using mass media,
social media, law enforcement, academic activities, and ritual practices and social contribution

activities of bhikkhunis.
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