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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study exposure behavior, accessibility, needs, and
utilization of television programs of persons with visual impairment, 2) to study the situations of
television programs for persons with visual impairment, 3) to study the ways to develop television
programs, and 4) to suggest the ways to develop television programs

This study was mixed methods research. A quantitative research was conducted using a
survey. The sample was 120 individuals. Purposive sampling was used to select the sample. Data
were analyzed through descriptive statistics. A qualitative research was conducted using in-depth
interview with 22 key informants and focus group discussion with 8 key informants. Purposive
sampling was used to select the sample. Data were analyzed through descriptive statistics.

The results indicated that 1) most of the participants watched TV programs every day. They
watched in the morning period of 06.00-09.00 hrs. and evening period of 16.00-19.00 hrs. They
watched TV programs provided by the broadcasting time schedule. But they watched for not
over two hours. They preferred watching news and knowledge programs. They watched in similar
way as general people because special TV programs for persons with visual impairment were not
available. They needed to watch TV program with the content of education and knowledge, rights
and welfare, and new technology to be used in their daily life, following up news and information
and doing activities with other groups. 2) every television station perceived the notifications of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission and had its own supporting plans.
Some stations began producing TV programs with audio description such as Channel 7 and Thai
PBS. However, it was insufficient. Other stations were not ready to produce programs with audio
description. 3) there were two ways to develop TV programs that are useful for the public: (1) the
insertion of audio description into TV programs and smooth narration would be conducted, and
(2) the connection of audio description and the insertion of audio description into TV programs

with smooth narration. 4) the ways to develop useful TV programs to enhance accessibility and
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utilization of persons with visual impairment would be coordinated with related organizations, namely
(1) the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, (2) operators, (3) Thailand
Association of the Blind, and (4) educational institutions for driving TV programs for enhancing
accessibility and utilization of persons with visual impartment.

Keywords: News Programs, To be Access and Uses, The Blind
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