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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the circumstances of radio programs for youth. The data were
gained from (1) forty-eight records of radio programs, (2) thirty-nine broadcasters, and (3) forty-six
representatives for a group discussion.

Findings: Firstly, regarding the management policies, three typical types of management
were found; (1) broadcasting sponsored by station directors, (2) broadcasting sponsored by
affliations, and (3) broadcasting without sponsorship. Secondly, concerning the broadcasters,
two characteristics were outstanding. It was found that most of the broadcasters were adults,
youth, and collaboration between adult and teenagers, and (2) most likeable broadcasters were
the programs in which adult and teenagers collaborated and the content determined the age of
the broadcasters. Next, three types of radio formats were discovered. They were (1) magazine
programs and radio talk, (2) mixture of various formats, and (3) flexibility of the formats was nec-
essary. Fourthly, in terms of the content, most of the programs featured drugs, language, social
activities, teen problems, multicultural society, turmoil situations, and etc. Next, the methods of
presentation involved; (1) the use of Central Thai, Malays translated into Thai in interviews, Thai
and the targeted language in language tutoring programs, as well as the use of Thai with local
Malays, (2) styles of talk between friends or between adults and youth, and (3) the use of infor-
mal language, which aroused excitement. Finally, regarding the problems and adjustment of the
programs, it was found that; (1) the presentation of turmoil situations in the areas gained little
support and collaboration among networks might be helpful, (2) the presentation of the content
was controlled by the government and the audience; thus, providing online channels to get the
audience feedbacks and the neutral content might be beneficial, (3) some youth believed that
radio was obsolete and modern technology might be useful in extending channels of exposure
and promoting networks, and (4) asking for sponsorship from affiliations, volunteers, or seeking
from other sponsors might be effective in dealing with inadequate funding.

keyword : Radio program , youth
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