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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to understand the meaning of sports photography that
reflects the value of solidarity, construction of meaning in sports photography reported in
online news, and providing guidelines for sports photography promoting solidarity values.
This is a qualitative research applying textual analysis of sports photos retrieving from online
news coverage presented in 2019. Moreover, the method includes in-depth interviews with
10 professionals, including news chiefs and sports photographers.

The results of the study reveals that there are 7 categories of sports photos content
reflecting the value of solidarity: 1) unification, 2) cooperation, 3) discipline, 4) determina-
tion, 5) sportsmanship, 6) patriotism, and 7) happiness. Furthermore, there are 10 ways of
meaning construction in sports photos reported in online news media coverage: 1) group
composition, 2) foreground and background photography, 3) line element of photography,
4) cropping photography, 5) right time at right place photography, 6) repetition photogra-
phy, 7) juxtaposition photography, 8) binary opposition photography 9) color symbolism in
photography, and 10) body language in photography.

According to the results from interviews with the professionals, there are 3 ways of
sports photography promoting solidarity value: 1) presenting traditional practices of sport-
ing events, 2) reflecting sportsmanship, 3) reflecting cooperation. And there are 5 ways of
meaning construction:

1) group composition, 2) different perspective photography, 3) foreground and background
photography, 4) athletes’ gestures and emotions selection of shot, and 5) Representing
of Thai symbolism, while there are 4 points that should be avoid in sports photography:
1) violent content, 2) disparaging content, 3) provocation content, and 4) against-virtuous
culture and chaotic content

Keywords : Values, Solidarity, Sports Photography, Online News
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