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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the narrative structure of James Wan'’s horror movies and
the film language of those movies. This research was conducted using qualitative methodology
with an emphasis on the analysis of two movies including Insidious Chapter 2 (2013) and The
Conjuring 2 (2016) because Wan was the director and screenplay writer for them. In addition,
those movies were his last horror movies before he changed to other movie genres. The result
showed that the narrative structure of Wan’s movies comprised 7 stages: plot, theme, character,
conflict, point of view, setting, and symbol. In addition, three characteristics were found. First of
all, the themes of his movies mainly presented family relationship linked to inexplicable incidents
which was a connection between the living and the dead. Second, Wan was found to emphasize
the film language and the actors’ and actresses’ expression of characters’ inner thoughts and
feelings. Finally, Wan’s unforgettable characters were inspired by the demonic characters in his
personal memories of his childhood dreams. This could make his movies widely acceptable and
successful in the movie cycle.

Keywords: horror movie,director,nattative stcucture,film language
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