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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the influence of Korean entertainment media and the
appreciation of Korean culture on the selection of the University Korean Program among Thai
undergraduates. The qualitative data were collected through methods of in-depth interviews with
lecturers and focus group interviews with Thai students.

The results of the study indicated that Korean dramas is the most popular Korean entertainment
media among Thai students and the most recognized values in Korean culture are the dress code
and daily living of Korean people. Most students agree that Korean cultural values are distinguished
by their conservative nature. It is the unique cultural identity which is passed on to people around
the world, resulting in a flow of cultural growth. Moreover, it was found that the influence of Korean
entertainment media has now played a major role among Thailand’s youth. Because of access
to the mass communication system through various media channels, the image of entertainment
media from South Korea has a great influence on Thailand where the media can offer freely. Stu-
dents studying in Korean language courses have a liking for the Korean culture which is different
from the culture they are familiar with. Therefore, it can be said that Korean entertainment media
exerts influence on Thai students’ choice of Korean language programs.

Keywords : influence, media Korean, culture
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