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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the process of selecting documentary photo-
graphs to publish in magazines; 2) the criteria for judging a photograph’s value in terms of content;
and 3) the criteria for judging a photograph’s value in terms of aesthetics.

This was a qualitative research based on interviews with nine key informants, consisting of the
managing editors, photo editors, art directors, and photographers of “Sarakadee” and “Aw Saw
Taw” magazines. The key informants were chosen through purposive selection. The research tool
was an interview form. Data were analyzed to draw conclusions.

The results showed that 1) the two magazines studied used different processes for selecting
photographs. Sarakadee’s process consisted of pre-screening by the photographer, followed by
selection by the photo editor, then selection by the managing editor, and final selection by the
art director. The process used by Aw Saw Taw consisted of the only the first 3 steps, without the
input of the art director. 2) The criteria for judging a photograph’s value in terms of content were
(1) it can accurately tell a story to illustrate a point in the article; (2) it is an accurate representation
of the subject matter; (3) it relates to the theme of the article; (4) it complies with the organiza-
tion’s policies, and is legally, ethically, culturally and morally acceptable; (5) it is not too similar
to other photographs in the same story or in the same issue of the magazine; (6) it is new and
attention-grabbing; and (7) it has blank areas of solid color where text can be displayed. 3) The
criteria for judging a photograph’s value in terms of aesthetics comprise the technical aspects
of clarity, color contrast, and brightness, combined with the 4 artistic elements of balance, unity,
harmony, and emphasize. The research also revealed that selection of photographs also depends
on the taste of the readership. The people selecting the photos strive to understand the tastes of

their target audience.
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