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Online Gambling Addiction and the Process of Entering into Children’s Online

Gambling Addiction in Construction Camps, Chiangmai Province
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Abstract

This research aims to investigate online gambling addiction, the process of entering into
online gambling addiction, and factors affecting online gambling addiction among children in
construction camps in Chiang Mai Province. The study employed a qualitative research meth-
odology. Data were collected from children, youth, and their parents using an online gambling
addiction behavior assessment form, semi-structured interview form for children and youth, and
semi-structured interview form for parents. And field observation was also conducted using a
construction camp environment observation form. The research team received assistance from
the Shan Youth Power Scholarship Program staff in providing information about the construction
camps and collaborating in data collection. The research findings revealed that some children
and youth in the construction camp are at risk of online gambling addiction, characterized by
the following patterns: progressively spending more money than initially intended, suspecting
personal addiction, borrowing money from friends or selling valuable items to fund online
gambling, experiencing health issues, becoming easily stressed and irritable, being teased by
friends, parents, or camp residents about being addicted to online gambling, and feeling guilty
about gambling and its subsequent consequences, such as financial problems.

Regarding the process of entering online gambling in the construction camp among at-risk
informants, the research found that the process of entering online gambling addiction can be
divided into four stages: 1. Initial Entry Point into Online Gambling. 2. Online Gambling Engage-
ment Stage. 3. Online Gambling Addiction Stage. 4. Critical Point of Online Gambling Addiction.
Factors Affecting Online Gambling Among At-Risk Children and Youth in Construction Work
Camps that Lead to Online Gambling Addiction Include the Following: 1. Personal Factors.
2. Environmental Factors and 3. Factors Related to Online Gambling, Comprising. If relevant
agencies can control these various factors, it will help children and youth in construction work
camps break free from the gambling cycle, ultimately providing society with quality youth who
can live happily together.

Keywords : Addiction, Online gambling, Risk, Online gambling addiction, Construction worker camp
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