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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the portrayal of leading characters in Boys’ Love (BL) series
as a reflection of Thai societal norms, focusing on popular Thai BL series available on the
VIU streaming platform. The primary objectives are to explore how these leading characters
embody social values and attitudes, particularly relation to gender diversity within the
context of Thai culture. The research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative
content analysis of six selected series using character analysis and semiotics, with quantitative
data collection from surveys of Thai audiences who have watched these series.

The research unveils how BL characters act as cultural symbols, communicating meanings
through clothing, gestures, and contextual cues that signify sexual identity and relationships.
The findings highlight audience receptiveness to diverse gender identities and underline the
pivotal role of BL series in reshaping societal narratives towards acceptance and equality. These
insights can guide the strategic development of character portrayals in Thai media, leveraging
the entertainment industry’s soft power potential to project cultural diversity and inclusivity
on a global stage effectively.

Keywords: Image, Values, Norms, boys’ love series
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sEiuNIsAnY
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ssaufnwn 92 23.90
Y3 159 41.30
Yyayln a9 12.73
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Fndn 59 204 52.99
5-10% 96 24.94
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16-20% 29 7.53
1nn3120 U 14 3.64
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