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Abstract

The research aims to study the significance of bullfighting to the economic
development of the community and the livelihood assets of bullfighting farmers in the Phu
Thap Boek area, Lom Kao District, Phetchabun Province. This is a qualitative research study,
utilizing semi-structured interviews as the primary research tool to collect data from
community leaders and bullfighting farmers. The study findings reveal that bullfighting plays
a crucial role in the economic development of the community, creating employment and
income opportunities from bullfighting activities. The community has adopted the
bullfighting culture from the South, leading to the distribution of income among the local
villagers. This has also fostered the growth of businesses related to bullfighting and other
service industries, forming a supply chain. For instance, the community provides rental
services for bullfighting pens, sells grass for the preparation of fighting bulls, and operates
small markets and shops to cater to the influx of spectators during the events. Furthermore,
the research highlights the essential livelihood assets required for the bullfighting farmers,
including: 1. Physical capital: Adequate land for the bulls to exercise and access to water
sources. 2. Financial capital: Sufficient funds to cover expenses such as labor and feed. 3.
Social capital: Established networks and community groups for communication and
coordination during festivals and competitions. 4. Human capital: The knowledge, skills, and
capabilities of the bullfighting farmers. 5. Natural capital: Suitable areas for grass cultivation,
which helps reduce feed costs. These multifaceted livelihood assets are crucial for the
sustainability and success of the bullfighting industry within the community.

Keywords: Fighting Bulls, Community Economic Development, living capital
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