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Gender Distancing: Thai Yaoi Novels within the

Politics of Literary Convention and Interpretation®
Natthanai Prasannam®

Yaoi is the romance depicting male homosexual relationship
mostly reimagined by female writers. Despite their homosexual contents,
yaoi texts practice gender distancing. That is, the texts disregard the
heterosexual relationship without defining their alternative romantic love
through gay identities. This article hopes to analyze the politics behind
gender distancing in the Thai yaoi novel through literary convention and
interpretation of yaorin the lens of textualism and mode of reception.
The analytical frame is conceived within the marriage between yaoi
studies and popular romance studies. The case study is LazySheep’s
The Read Thread (Dai Daeng). The analysis exposes the perpetual
existence of gender distancing within the yaoi debates. The politics in
literary convention of yaoi is to subscribe and challenge heteronormativity
while simultaneously subverting homonormativity through the textual
logic. As a Thai reincarnation romance, The Red Thread reassures the
protagonists’ blessed reunion in their next lives rather than the assertion
of gay identity. That is, Thai yaoi novels tend to endorse the pure love

ideal beyond the ties of all genders or social issues.

Keywords: yaoi, romance, Thai novel, gender politics

® This article is a part of the research project titled Thai Yaoi Novels: A Study of Genre and the
Concept of Love. The project has been funded by the Research and Innovation Unit, Faculty
of Humanities, Kasetsart University (2020)

“ Associate Professor, Department of Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University
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“wszinisdiuladlinn®e: anuih
%ummmsd'}ﬁ”aﬂmwﬁuﬁuﬁ‘ﬁﬂ%ﬁmdwLﬁﬂm;iﬂugmmu
willenenaiulng Wukanussindsundalasuanuiisuegnanineng
Tudszinalneduaiudn3maisemmsse 2550 seillasauilfagiu® 9
Jeunguainarisendtuwiilensenled (yao) wisisunaggedn “deny
MY NURSVATIAUTINNURBVENAfeg AR MNITUMIIAB LA gAAIANTTH
a ¢ o ¢ ~ < I
ANTU (NWBUAT NTNAY n1seanaIn1anIwLAdaubuiniaiulaaly
a 6 &
BUNDILIA)
1 o A a a = o A [~
Tuwdgaamnssunidsde willsseledresinefimanantidedu
AQI >3 ﬂg/’ 2 1 =} 1 >3 = >
YDINULDY LTHAAATILTNIN W.A. 2552 AREAINNIINTDITTUNINUNT Uy
Wneu (Gap13d [@aasglsad, 2560: 83) WANIAITINTINTBIUIRENE
MENAUNIDELTUNIINITIU W.A. 2560 TUUIN “IUNKANTTURL8I LA
76" W38 “Y Book Fair’ an3uluind 1 nsngiau w.A. 2560 ms NaIna
NAITHIN 2 SNBINTLRIA INANIAITIUNTTHNIUINT LT INANNENTIN
1 o o a L3 1 %3 = dltv a L3
1NN 30 FNANN TN HUNTARNNEAINUVBINULEY (Prepanod
Nainapat, 2560) @ lUNUNDU 131 IMUSITNANIY (screen culture) 1
6 [~ U =1 1 aa 6 [ a 1
N WA 2557° 1TUAUNT AN1SUNTANTTFLATNINEUATELEBNINNN
110 1589487 (Prasannam, 2019: 67) WaUABATRTIANITNLLIUUULD
Tausssneledludsaulnouaslugiinaedslaasin
NnTa “‘e1led” Mliwaaiaanledn Aaunwiievessnledunann

o A Ao 6al o = Al A > aa , i
')@Juﬁiimfy‘l_qlu Nﬁ‘WVI’e]ﬂﬂ']‘ViuG‘VﬂuVla’]il‘]_l‘jll“/ﬂmmuilﬂaaﬂa BOYS Love

5 fhadraiiiuauiane TunyIBgudsnIssunssn oy nguildn ”n“ﬂm*?iswﬁaﬁu‘lwqugw%
susinssoAadluumingds Alousuissanssununilituiu "aﬁﬁéoﬁxﬁaﬁammw “3550ufAat”
nanetdn “euzfal” (alguw wawnn, 2656: 44-47).

°1u w.A. 2557 Love Sick: The Series Wsa $nju Jeguuay FEdndaudasanuilenslusuled
DekD.com @eulag INDRYTIMES aaneinianiatadlnsvimitiuszuuiiueusasn n1sannil
Insirnilanisululd uazeanarmiaguuiuniuszuuInsimiaanan1azes 9 MCOT HD Lflu':amﬂ?z'w
Anldeloduensiluiausssuaniu wmzﬁﬂﬂajm‘smL‘%aouuuim% uazn1snlwenledidu

QAFIMNTTUGANTY (g Prasannam, 2019).
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Fonodnetadn “BL” aiduifdeuninlusdmnisnesingy lusmsi
UIRUsITINTeNAI “a1led” wie “1e” Wi wu luuSuninauas
U3UMNIWA (Prasannam, 2019) luifaqtiugnledunsvangluvialan lag
fynadigudnanegluginiaedansitesn fanfaenusadneseled
onagtldognseivindu lsuudszniegme 1dou lnsfudaie
[;ja"m] ;:4:‘121@0” (“male-male romance by and for women”) (Mizoguchi,
2003)7 wiilorumanan madnganamnsauuazmsuslaamlianina
ANNYRIeNlednse BL vuiseandu leuudssnigmeasiasInlag

Hrdjaiive [Hanu] riuazsunguiesnisne®

(“a genre of male-male
romance created by and for women and sexual minorities”)
Fidpidedunnin msliaanaanueledinilegaodiuiane
fo (1) duiiidmeguaniAniednsuzanzassiun (lsuudsening
fue’) war (2) dwiiidedideunazden (‘adassAlasgudoiie
(o] fmgauazrunguiiasniana’) iy §ivedmoiausludasdiu
1 lumsaddennidsaisiveled IRasundumdedenguilluass

[

A P99

)

(1) enlodlugiuspoiantn ansuzianiz Ussnn wienuinny
Y099 UaINaTTA linanidutuiiend wilsdenisau (139z) n1sgunw
waeul (ailuz) 1y azAsIng MANIALD WAI UATNNTUAINEILLY
AaENat (Yang and Xu, 2017: 3) ffaqtudansnesiuisdsanisinsvian
LAZNINEUATARE

(2) enloblugruzuvvurn/Asmsiansy 13 wianisg Adi
fanaleannisian 814 wiesuAeUszanilon (popular media) WA7

NUUBAAINUNTDFS 1IN NFNANUSANTILUIUAUINITTZUINIFIRL AT

e

T pAnininanneseleduaswiilsnsenleduednoegisaniealaly dnody Ussauuin (2562).
® idnrungudpevnana (sexual minority) # unazldiieniuanudumievey aradu Audw’
MR elFTmussTNUIINAFIUSNAWA (heteronormative culture) (Lam, 2006: 519).
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UNUAAITIY NIBYAAAI3Y Authlugnisdesaaduliuiinfvesunumse
WWURAN (fan fiction/fan fic) wiasuAaUsfiasoassdlasuny (fan art)
fansazauiinlude (1) 16 nanldin eledlufifdnaeusiniuie
syeuTRsAuLazsraulan TMUSIUAURS (celebrity culture)® WAZWRIL
Tugimussandinmd aaoaaundunimussanfimilonitimusssuumy
(meta-fan culture WipimusssuiindusnseraeniausTINLNUEINan
wils) (Yang and Xu, 2017)

nMsaeTeuIIaTesledTtumanaNiuNn Wedd A
28N laUSUTUNGNIRENNILNA (Iuﬁf:mwmm’mﬁm@jmamﬁﬂu [lesbian]
el [gay] AUSNEBINA [bisexual] WATAUIINWNA [transgender] 138NN
Jngu LGBT) usimunssufiauiusivelod (Inslawnzinusssuuny)
fensauinlaafmdeng (Yang and Xu, 2017: 3) usnAsaaiAndutiillg
nufigRsagnonugng 41 “enledesruindedls” feeuililaludosiu
gredatunsidasledlusesdamildesuneluneuninidugs Tuvmed
wngwseanmduing (gayness) agniuiwaan Uz (gender sainAluIRA
FIANTMUDITH) WATLWAID (sexuality WIBNAURUANIIWA RUNETITS
FARHNNIGNA LNATINUS IWATURRFININ 98%) N1THUNAUBANNANNUS
wsasnlsunudnszningrelusiledisliiiausssundiduguanany
(tnsvis dszauy, 2562: 22) il iausssndifugudnanat
Anduanmainenledluwisuifisuiuwnienslsnudeesngusungs
Hosvmanwa laglamznguisrinsuaziaaisufinesin gusdessnany
Snuuy “wiutessnudgean” (boy loves girl) 14lidla Asiauemaden
fazunuiifausssusnaranaiunisssanaanlaialadvannduay

watdsuldsingluwifisnalsuiuguinnin (Ramsdell, 2012: 368)

*uldngaamnssuaaiiasngne unadulsdlodeaiifeiiiaueinnniu/aeniugy

o dnlngluiuninedsduluaminends wu Chula Cute Boy (Amaansaluingnds) TU
Sexy Boy (N#1INeNd8533NA1aAS) KU Sexy Boy (wwnivenasinsasenans) draiensgluth
(N Inenaedeelus) Lﬁnu@mg'ﬂmmiuﬁuﬂﬁnm‘ma’ﬁﬁﬁnfﬂmmamiﬂmﬁa uazduuanniuau
galulandunesiin (internet celebrity).
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N15A59ATIALALLANSUIS NG 8S N8l AL D8RI9 N IRILETTH
mesnmeiiesnidudgun wszgiaudiluaues nande s1ledliin
B s, s s, a = A a ¢ < o ¢
wwue “lanalnareang” LazuaNALINazININEUTLLAUNIIFIANYDILNE
lurnizdenny shazasensssnoeluruuelodutsduimue (seme) Tu
= = [~ 1 >3 >3 6 =1 3,
mmlneisen “wszien” Junumdudhegnluwadunus waziinnudy
eI wazgaz (uke) lumminaiFen “ween” Junuimdudie
Sulupnudunus wazdanudusesenin (Mizoguchi, 2003) ARM8AU
wszlanwaentulsunudseninemendesnanana winnun enledldlaley
SUNIDULASNIVITNATIUSNFAINA (heterenormativity) WATUIINAFIW
% = o R a 6* le a 10 2 o =R
SNALAEINU  (homonormativity) lunSunlssnudlasduide 37839
POI3NUIINYNITIAINAI1II “ NITLTUTZESUIINIIWARDIUS"  (gender
distancing) BUNNIEDY NTTLAUBINATDIULIRIFIALATN N AITOEA
DMANWMLNARDNUE (gender identity) Na1IAD bUAITEEALNIAINNATA
widiandisegaouariineintg n1siuszeziInInaIinINanNEuL
LANIENITOIATUNIITMUSTINTDIBLED NlULIIUUNITATNATIALAL
HNNDIATDINA UNANMNTIBUIIINAUDTINEIIPIHANNUANFI TINN
LLdaﬂuﬁ%auﬁuﬁus:u’i’maﬂa%ﬁummLflumﬁ iauﬁmumﬁmﬁaﬂmamﬁ
DU UNANNITNEI1NDTUI8N15LHBINDE L TBINAIAIULANAIINIY
TN N8ITIINITINITIINRAINNAILUSUNLALUIRHNENTUANE 18T
7 aznsguliiaunaunuselunisgninmesisnisfianuuuudule
anunlunieniin

" U551AgIUSNAIWA (heteronormativity) ABuLUBE1INTEIULARMANNIINATEINGNNILATETAA
N151189 TAUDITN UATHIAN iauﬁuﬁ%ﬁmiﬁmimﬁondﬂﬁmmiﬁmé’nwnﬁ Uszaunisal omwans
WAIAINA3Y (regimes of truth %ﬂmﬁﬁugmﬁqwmaﬁo muRTafUsznauaidusdumnasa)
Aus wazgaNn1snli3es IWARMILZUATINA (Jeppesen, 2016: 492) 1Tu wwAmeldanunis
ANTA waTanTUATOUATI AIULTINAFIUTNINALALINY (homonormativity) naml,awwﬁﬂimg
Tuda uwnegwdeluead 1 Aomsadreussiagiudnneidauliausnanasy iy fazas
indlddsrauanudnialuanusn wazgnasnawuadunaii duuvvathdalunadl 2 fons
afuswinguliaudnnmidsiusniunuausnerawd nanie mInangrmmmansasiientu
pnaiuing w’%a%ﬁmaﬁgnﬁawmmﬂ‘ i luu3unewsnu LnﬁlﬂuéﬂmﬁﬁwnﬁﬂsmumwﬁﬂL%’ua
fn1ssuyasynsssuazLasuiy (Bolen, 2016: 543) iulizaiunisasnsnseuasamuluing
UITNAFIUSNANLWA.
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WOAANIEU WA 2562 Audiun 1 Juiau w.a. 2563 luda misund

FFanw109ngein Untii We Meet Again the Series fnnulae @3yl

s
o o

afahndina eano1nian1e LINETV nasumiueesdiaiizesieuninie
F3& UBrysn (Love by Chance the Series) Mlassisluiniaide uananntii
wilenei3es Meuag Sildunaesenfe Fonthu lasindeuaudsani
WmeldUsznmaaiadudsdaudiioungeniay w.e. 2563 agdlsinu
Aeufazlufinisiinsinsdanm §ideasinauedonnifasaineu
Jmnssuidmlunisuaonainonseuniseuiiniu “nsuszaziima
weaniue” Tuwmanuil nnivdnglgiunmstanufiuandiiunmaios
luseauidudoud
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« < [ 2 1 »
wwangiazlslaudieane”:
ac Qo 2 = U 2 i 1
8112 ANEINUADANLDIINAILNITIIUTLEZHIINISWAR DB I Uy
(-4 a
N15&519855A81109

] 2
a 2. o P

as ) . < A 1% ¢ a
Elrﬂ:a@ﬁﬂl‘n (yaOI StUdIeS) LUuT@WH?Qﬂaiqﬁmlﬂﬂﬂa'}ﬂﬂ UBIRLAN
d‘ d"d [

An® (BL studies) wuuuiifiey snladdnsnluniidimusssuenlodidu
audnaanuaula lngadeeaasanuainraisasntelunisesug
Usingnisainsengdinssuiiiiniulunineiled gRasvaisuduinaue
L = a dld Qs Qs d‘ 1 [~ ﬂg’ dlﬂ dl d” Y &
dannifislunidrnisnddsaninusssuguudununfnm (el
7 srazvitamawagnusluimusssugledlulaansusianizanssnled
=Y 1 3 1 a d?’ > dl 1 Q <, 1 o = a v
Tusunlnawiniu wiisaulimusssugiusuwdusuiniavesiledss
(% (-3 a o 1 % a ‘:I 1
(1) puuMsasIassaenlediusunguriaamanaluuiunglu
I8 NAUNTa1TInUsunddusuiduduiniiavesimusssy
g1lednou laswilazunguioanmanal@nizeslssiunysesy Laurent
([2005] 2014) Tumilsde Sexuality and Human Rights: A Global Overview
1 = 1 E% dl 1 1 2 = dl 1 1
nanfssunguesmanaludyui ausuinduasiaadouludglunne
Auimusssuzeiledivgedslaiisn N19TINNFUNIIFIANTBINEUAY
=1 (=3 L « ‘“ ﬂa/’ d” 1 L3 ﬂ‘ dl a a 1
wadouaziulaniu “us” Wil nguiniedenlnisesdntuesrungy
- (=4 1 (=1 1 1 3, 1 1 dl =
desmanadunguiang wildidunguusnianizivinnnuluglsuuse
andzosn1” ngmedeulmiluduuiEndsingaiwdlaisasadnaisss
1980 uvuaAgUsTnmisrainguiniadenlmde nsuaulaonans
= o & ~ o v A [ o a o WM o oA o
wsanisFaineliAnusineafuaAuTIIwAAInU  waldwuadnasnig

nsiiesnnnmnlaun

" fhegmsindsulmzesrunguilssmananuenidungudaauluglsduazansgaadnmae ngu
wasulmveangluisiaada Arcadie %38 Mouvement Homophile de France (Mad @.f. 1954)
L4 o L4 ) , ) ) L e
n@umaau"l,mmauamwuiumaLﬂama Front Homosexuel d'Action Révolutionnaire (ﬂamﬂu A.7.
1971) nquindeulmmnasngnisalalawiealuaniowdng (a.a. 1969) 194 ngu Gay Liberation
Front (GLF) waz Gay Activists’ Alliance (GAA).
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weludtumdulale lua3adneaissy 1980 (Jusunn dwibdsineiniuau

] o
a1

SAALA LI NBLUABIA19UTEN AL N LU AT BN E L1 ARIANNLE

@9
'
a0

& | a s o o = o = a o
AILAATRANAITI 1990 ‘ﬁuﬂﬂaﬂizLﬂV]Lﬂﬂ']ﬂuiuﬂqﬂqmwﬂu'QﬂLiﬂJTﬂflﬂmj

9

nsguudssinnidulngileulasgvds wazdngudmuisfodingin

UsINYAILAAIAANAITIY 1970 unguitAeeiled auunsUsznusves

(% |

$1109AD LIBLNWITDIAMNSNTEWINFIALASIONTNTUNAN AILTDIVIA

s

AaUzUAZIUAINTINIWA LNETY

Yuldladaznuimisunuiesnuaulssnni

3
s

Tununiamisssunsiaw indguuinlugenlasauiesiviineasingnlv
FayainednugNzwngd U156 fanssunsedssifunianguaneninedeasny
e wseanudulyludiauninnia (Laurent, 2014: 212)%

BuNAFItaniBsoInNNANNUsIENIIE leBRUTUN NI NS

'
a

PJulay An1sUznzaoiiiasaunansiu ‘NS

¥ q

ANINEleD” (yaoi ronsd) 5e1319D 1992-1996 NTIANINITHINALNANN

werldlgaaddud Tuusun

28397L61 11917 (Satd Masaki) 1u3ansa13 Choisir Tutl 1992 wlagUsznie
audnduing Iwnsnguguisnidugeuenledediaguusy wilnssuaun

glodiinausausninAdsdnuluansuzguiiu ausniwarsiugnldiiy

w3nsdelugufAnfAnamINYTITauImIaNa wazuanuilyanlanainy

'
a aaa 2

duasenguagadumbereinisnaaniawa mi31 UJA5e1109838uuay

gouenledfe wineRlatiwisedeininEaina1d NIgigunsIuIgIng
vaandluiuauinisuuueileddlaineidesiuyaaaass (Hitoshi, 2015:
214-219) MAINNNIURNINAING1I81 1B EIAIPNININEIINYUNBILNE-

wadeugtwesi saledmliindnanadudud uasnwedtveunglidu

TuaupdvdsmnanlesausninALReIny  (heterosexism) WoNAINLIL

2 luaSadnmsse 1980 fanunegnenufazidenlasnusnimadorfuluelodiuanuiuasaduiu
Tnganzenledluiuiiingansedns June uaz Allan LwimsﬁamimﬁandwaLﬁmﬁu‘luwggﬁwuﬁ
Dungesnudefinesi auIeIRLUBNUIIAg WS anAmIuRLIAD “hnuingUng Tugled
(Welker, 2008: 51).
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wdr dndmnesfadiuin enuguussmawaitsngluenled @y ns
Pudu Sidadiyadnanuiumefitninguusdigiiuanuunisg
(Hitoshi, 2015: 224)

nseeuldeosindeuuazine uiidunsunseuiuauiniszes
elodlailrismaiReniiasronaiiuszozvinamameaniug (liseumasusn
pupddnAUIausTNg luansReruignuJiasaniamsssunt) 9u
elodvIouasdlan (BL) gandnsdinnmenledianuneenuiiazldszes
viamamaanuzFaaamuenanisidies dansliiuldingnsmand
nMssuianizianzas sUnsaidnaniansunldannauiseves Akatsuka
(2010: 163) Aidnwmiisdonidgu (F9z) whuss@AWIMILANEES
ATsunazRiniinounivdsd 2000 Tassddinseinsufiasnnizsnine
Weniiu (disavowal of homosexuality) U99fazASTIBRTANNSNILALAN
fuiusufazasmedndnie ludundaasswuin ddazasianiiuans
qafustItAANEIMLNAUNUY (M3Wandss n1suennan n1sazinu)
31 wannladlgindlidazasduils fMundnassuandifudoulslus

ynnaseszazvinanunMzsniwaae i ldlenumiazasluisaarin we

'
o a

3T8TUIAINAMEUAANULBIUNAAIFEITNNTNTUNDITH A TEUIN

AIAZATAE

)

Mhaulafe N19ad19szasiImsanITUNLEsNIESNIWALA BN WNEY
w9 navdananmlunisiimeussvingrusnananandsinglusnansol

TIWRGINAEHT FIERPITNANWALAZUTINAFIUUUITYNININBHUAE

@

%3 [ L3

doiden lnssnanwninldldsueyngralidiey udsinglalusu BL wie
e1lod idedndnsalliiiulusgaidaaiamed uazlassdrauunineng
wealdlidsfiadesfininen anudsrsaunisisndudeadulais
waanuiomeid luufivesimunifinguiminedudsugnds
dnemzdinanisiinldgmalsnfiumenmunddnidag (Akatsuka,

2010: 167)
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ndeyatnasuaniudt IUdIANQLIU ANNFNNUTTENIINTY

2] U
1 s =

TuenlodHszazriinniaisTTNNENTBNANAUSIINALAEINU LWs1zIng
Tilddaseuazdiunionguimueessnled Bslundniu enleddsl
pnnouaussnuaulavsgurwng lunifanssuiiasndnluguauazin
Sruiu wiedssifuEesdinuuaznguang ﬁaﬁogn’%wwnﬁmnqmumﬁﬁw
uan iy auadassduuulodnaeFosidldnmaiiuszoziemame
amuﬂumiéaaﬁwmuﬁumiﬁﬂgm%'ﬂGimwcsié'ul,ﬁuﬂfmmmaaﬂLmuwﬁa
yo9maiflosimussan (cultural politics WianisasauituazmMIfegausy
ysanunInerhuiuimusss) Adwuludsaudiuieeninauuigiu
209639871 p1ledRlalTmusssuingidugudnan
\dloglednndiuunsnarsgimussandu UssifiuFesssesving
mawaanzAdoaseg wulunvald Anguuruainsiuanssuindy

esnmelaslasdnnuAaluieudusey UnisinisnesuieUsingnisid

(% >
o o o

Tasuwenoananenlad Mg wWuInafIazasTesnanslueladl
aglulanauauINIswintu. 39619ALAUAUINITVBILWUTILNIRAT B 94N
AUANMNARINAAIENIIANATLTI U2 Wle (Kwon, 2019: 56-57) @71

]
a 3

nTalaniu 91NUITBBITIANUFITIUU (ethnography) Miudayaain
wiufhdwiadasassduazerunuumnenlodnuin nquglideyasdn
Fumuuazdaudsludindasguauazmamusresnnuundludiui
dunusienled veudammsenlianudaudaiu feonsdauen
Bossnanuinluanlodivdsuiiudosnnuiiund sulmssuduanaizes
AnsanNEasAENnsUuuy lusnsfinnaliwelaBesnisinangsn
wedatumnadsduaunmsliauinaaneldian Afnlzniuaneig
doiiios Tasanizluunannasusaulay usesdlsfinu glideyannau
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