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Reproduction of Superstition and Lottery Gambling
in Online Newspapers

Natcha Arjarayutt®

Abstract

Reproduction of Superstition and Lottery Gambling in Online
Newspapers is a qualitative research with the objective to study the
reproduction of superstition and lottery gambling by online newspapers
as well as the roles of the media in maintaining superstition and lottery
gambling in the Thai society. Research methods used by the researcher
include a content analysis and in-depth interviews with specialized online
media regulators.

The research found that online newspapers reproduced issues
related to beliefs and gave numbers for lottery to the readers. These
issues can be categorized into 7 main groups including (1) accidents,
(2) plants with abnormal characteristics, (3) animals, (4) legends, (5)
ghosts and spirits, (6) straightforward presentation of numbers, and (7)
other issues. All of the issues shared the “bizarre” element of news.
Furthermore, the research found that the online media published a
total of 576 stories related to beliefs with the presentation of numbers
for lottery gambling over a period of 12 months. 443 of which were
published by Thairath Online and the other 133 stories by Khaosod Online.

The media presentation of issues related to superstition and

numbers for lottery gambling is one of the media’s roles in reproducing issues

° Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham University
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to preserve culture in the Thai society’s structure rooted in beliefs,
superstition, miracles, etc., creating a cycle of beliefs and lottery
gambling. The online media and audiences exercise their power with the
use of a dialectic method, creating a joint agenda setting regardless of
the limitations on the types of the media.

The media have accumulated cultural capital and used its existing
social capital to reproduce news stories about superstition and present
numbers for lottery gambling in the hopes turn news into products with
economic returns, while preserving the structure of social class for the

state and capitalists.

Keywords: media roles, cultural reproduction, belief, gambling, online

newspaper
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