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Looking at Localism through Game Show: KikDuu
Singing Contest TV Program

Pimchaya Fakpiem®

Asawin Nedpogaeo®

Abstract

This is a cultural studies research project aiming at exposing
the concept of the power of localism which has remained being deep-
rooted in Thailand’s society. Regarding this, the researcher observed the
emergence of localism on a so-called “game show” which is a national
broadcasting. In the respect of entertainment, television program does
not only play a role as an influencer on the audience, it is also a
channel that several of “power of localism” has been communicated
and delivered constantly. Related to this mentioned, solidarity, mutual
spirit of localism and integrity of the local are reflected to the public.

The research has proven that globalization and national does not
absorb the local identity causing it to disappear. Rather, the local could
negotiate and adapt to suit the changing social context. In addition,
the local community nationwide could be empowered. The researcher
views the local, global, and national as two sides of the same coin.
They are entwined and cannot be separated, working together to achieve

the same goal. Both parties empower and collaborate with each other.

® Lecturer, Communication Arts Program, Dhonburi Rajabhat University
“ Associate Professor, Graduate School of Communication Arts and Management Innovation,

National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA)
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The KikDuu singing contest revived localism. Thus, the national has not
caused the local to disappear. In fact, it has helped to shine the light
on it making its identity even more distinctive. This phenomenon has

no fixed formula for success.

Keywords: TV game show, localism
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