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Queer and Critique of Heteronormativity in
Tut Thalu Miti (Phiphop Chomnang)

Khanin Chatwatthana’

Chutima Pragatwutisarn®

Abstract

The story of four queer protagonists; Wan, Nhom, Jé, and Bo
in the novel Tut Thalu Miti (Phiphop Chomnang) written by Napapha
is told through the heterosexual romance genre. Time-traveled into the
ancient Chinese-like land, they possessed the female bodies and had to
perform the roles according to the bodies they got into. However, we
argue that queer protagonists’ performance of the role of women does
not make them succumb to the norm completely because their internal
queer identities are different from the external roles they have to
perform. Thus, to perform such roles is related to aesthetics and queer
performance called “Camp” which is the process of queer parody as a
critigue of heteronormativity. Finally, role-playing as women of the queer
protagonists not only reveals the limitation and unsolidity of norms, but

also reveals queer’s exploitation of the norms.

Keywords: queer, performativity, parody, heteronormativity

* Master’s degree student, Department of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University
® Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
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the body’ preexists the acquisition of its sexed
significance. This ‘body’ often appears to be a passive
medium that is signified by an inscription from a cultural
source figured as ‘external’ to that body.”

(Butler, 2006: 175)
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