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The Poetics of Sorrow: Poetry and Imagined
Queer Communities in Thai Gay Magazines
(1984-1987)

Chairat Polmuk?

Abstract

This article gathers and analyzes twenty poems published in
three Thai gay magazines—Neon, Gaysorn Prasopkan, and Mithuna
Junior—between 1984 and 1987. I study these poems as “queer poetry”
due to their portrayals of nonnormative sexualities and homosexual
desire, with a focus on their role in imagining and constructing queer
communities. This sense of community, I propose, is primarily constructed
through the interactive and dialogic characteristics of gay magazines.
Serving as affective networks, these magazines enable the expression
and exchange of sensory and emotional experiences among queer
communities. Consequently, they also function as queer archives through
which the processes of documentation, preservation, and transmission
of queer history take place.

My analysis of the selected poems emphasizes the significance
of melancholic feelings in two interrelated aspects. First, melancholia
reflects a shared experience of gender discrimination among gay
individuals. The poetic configuration of melancholic queers in these
poems can be interpreted as evidence of pervasive homophobia and as
a critigue of heteronormativity. Second, melancholia provides a lens to

contemplate queer sexuality and desire, particularly in relation to Buddhist

2 Assistant Professor, Department of Thai, Chulalongkorn University
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concepts of illusoriness and impermanence. These religious elements
inadvertently serve to intensify sexual desire and convey queer existential
vulnerability. In this context, melancholia undergirds the queer communities
as it is mobilized to counter mainstream discourses and as an emotional

refuge for queer individuals during this period.

Keywords: queer poetry, gay magazines, queer community, melancholia,

affect
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Queers can be abusive, insulting, and vile towards one another,
but because abjection is understood to be the shared condition they
also know how to communicate through such camaraderie a moving
and unexpected form of generosity [...] At its best, this ethic cuts
against every form of hierarchy you could bring into the room. Queer
scenes are the true salons des refusés, where the most heterogeneous
people are brought into great intimacy by their common experience of
being despised and rejected in a world of norms that they now recognize
as false morality (Warner, 1999: 35-36)
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