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Trauma, Ghost, and Silence in By the Time It Gets
Dark (Dao Khanong): A Study of the October 6"
Massacre in the Context of Everyday Life

Chutima Pragatwutisarn®

Abstract

This research paper studies By the Time It Gets Dark, the film
by Anocha Suwichakornpong, concerning the traumatic event of the October
6, 1976. By shifting the focus from the original trauma to everyday life
as a crucial site for investigating this traumatic event, the film represents
a new way of reading through which to the study of the October 6"
massacre. I contend that for Anocha, who does not have direct experience
of the event, the trauma of the October 6" massacre represents what
Judith butler terms “the loss of loss.” Given the pervasive silence surrounding
the event, Anocha’s concern is not with the rediscovery of historical facts,
but rather an exploration of how this past continues to shape the lives of
ordinary people in the present. To investigate these issues, I employ Avery
Gordon’s concept of haunting as methodological approach to read silent
traces of the past or what Gordon calls “ghostly matters.” I argue that
while everyday life bears the impact of this traumatic past, it simultaneously
reveals trauma as a moving or creative force embedded in everyday

struggles and transformations.

Keywords: the October 6" massacre, affective trauma, haunting,

everyday life, By the Time It Gets Dark (Dao Khanong)

> Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn

University
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" “No shadows, no ghosts” (Gordon, 1997: 16)
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The way of the ghost is haunting, and haunting is a very particular
way of knowing what has happened or is happening. Being haunted
draws us affectively, sometimes against our will and always a bit
magically, into the structure of feeling of a reality we come to experience,
not as cold knowledge, but as a transformative recognition.

(Gordon, 1997: 8)
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knowledge, in our mode of production” (Gordon, 1997: 7)
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"“The encountered sign is felt rather than recognized, or perceived through cognition, or through
familiarity with ‘code.” But the sensation of the encountered signed is not an end in itself. For
Deleuze, this sensation is a catalyst for critical inquiry or thought” (Van Alphen, 2008: 22)

"2 “More important than thought there is what leads ‘what leads to thought'...impressions which
force us to look, encounters which force us to interpret, expressions which force us to think.”
(cited in Van Alphen, 2008: 22)
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mourning that might be active rather than reactive, prescient rather than
nostalgic, abundant rather than lacking” (Eng and Kazanjian, 2003: 2)
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Ordinary Affects is an experiment, not a judgment. Committed
not to the demystification and uncovered truths that support a well-
known picture of the world, but rather to speculation, curiosity, and the
concrete, it tries to provoke attention to the forces that come into view
as habit or shock, resonance, or impact.

(Stewart, 2007: 1)
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' “a drifting immersion that watches and waits for something to pop up” (Stewart, 2007: 95)
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