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Presentations of Contents Related to Local

Politicians in Lampang Local Newspapers
Ruj Komonbut et al.

Abstract

The article titled "Presentations of Contents Related to Local
Politicians in Lampang Local Newspapers" is resulting from a research
of the same subject. The research aims at studying how the contents
related to local politicians are presented in different Lampang local
newspapers. This study applies a quantitative approach and uses a
concept of roles and ethics/codes of conduct of media as a framework.

The research's methodology is to study the four highest circulated
local newspapers in Lampang which are the Kon Muang Neua (published
weekly, focusing on criminal news), the Mang Moom (published weekly,
focusing on criminal news) the Lanna Post (published weekly, focusing
on economic, political, social and criminal news), and the Lampang
News (published biweekly, focusing on criminal news) published from
January to June 2017, totally six months. The study reviewed all
published news, articles and news phots associated with local politicians
in all pages; the amount presented; formats; and types. The analysis
is in pieces and square inch.

The study reveals that all four local newspapers reporting on local
politicians, calculating at 4.80% of all contents. “Photos” are presented
the most and followed by “news” and “articles” respectively. Content-wise,
“types of operations of the local politician’s office” are presented the

most and followed by “personal matters of the politicians” and “problems

NNTIAN - INWIUUW 2562 | 11



of the office (of local politicians)” respectively.

Compared to the other three local newspapers, the Lanna Post
has the best ratio in presenting contents associated with local politicians
and other contents; has highest quantities in presenting news; and also
has highest amount in presenting contents on the front page. These
performances of the Lanna Post are the direct results of its policy in
not focusing only on criminal news, unlike other local newspapers.

Kittipoom Namwong, the Mayor of Lampang Municipality, is a
local politician that the local newspapers in Lampang present contents
about the most. He also appears as a new source for contents of
“types of operations of the offices” and “problems of the office” the
most. Pairoj Losoontorn, a former minister, comes in the second place.
He appears with the contents related to “personal matters” the most.

Recommendation from the study is for the local newspapers
to increase ratio in presenting contents related to local politicians and
others’ types in order to promote a decentralization process to local
level. This will enhance a well balance of the three subjects particularly
to increase contents related to “types of operations of the office”.
Additionally, acting on behalf of citizens, it will help monitor how local
politicians use their power. For the citizens to make an informed decision,
local newspapers should also report contents of other local politicians

and present a variety of news’ contents and subjects.

Keywords: content analysis, local politicians, local newspaper, Lampang
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Attitude, Expectation and Behavioral Trend of Thai
Movie Viewing of Elderly People in Bangkok

Pattama Suwunpukdee and Anna Choompolsathien

Abstract

The objectives of the research are to study media exposure,
viewing, attitude, expectation and behavioral trend toward Thai movies
and to study factors influencing the behavioral trend of elderly people
in Bangkok. This is a quantitative research with a survey research
approach and cross-sectional study. The sample consists of 400 people
aged 60 years and above in Bangkok who saw at least one Thai movie
over the past year. The finding shows that the majority of the samples
are female, between 60 and 69 years old, with primary, secondary and
tertiary education levels in approximately equal proportions, and earning
less than Baht 10,000 a month. Most are exposed to news on Thai
movies through television covering new movies now showing, movie
genres, actors, and behind the scenes activities, during 18.00-21.00 hours.
They see an average of four Thai movies a year, going to the cinema
alone. They choose comedy for entertainment purposes to obtain relief
from everyday stress. Their choice is influenced by movie genres and lead
actors. Their overall attitude toward Thai movie viewing is positive (an
average of 3.61), with the highest score found in product (an average
of 3.7), followed by place (an average of 3.68), and promotion (an
average of 3.58) respectively, while a neutral attitude is seen in price (an
average of 3.37). Most viewers feel that the commercials of the trailers

on television help to motivate the viewing (an average of 3.84), that
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the genres help to relax and relieve from stress (an average of 3.81),
and that the genres of Thai movies well reflect various social issues
(an average of 3.78). Besides, the samples have a high expectation of
Thai cinema, especially when it comes to interesting historical contents,
followed by shooting at various sites in the country, using new cinematic
techniques, featuring popular actors, and adapting from famous writings
respectively. In addition, the testing of the research hypothesis shows
that the demographic characteristics (gender, age, education level, and
personal income) of the older viewers show no difference in media
exposure and viewing of the Thai movies. The attitude has no relation
to the Thai movie viewing but is related to exposure to television media

and behavioral trend of the Thai movie viewing.

Keywords: media exposure, attitude, expectation, behavioral trend

toward Thai movie viewing
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Tomorrow Never Dies: Understanding Death in
Thai Films

Kamjohn Louiyapong

Abstract

In Thai modern society, death is seen as fear and mystery.
Film, however, functions to reveal how people perceive death in daily
life. In this article, nine films, both mainstream and independent, which
were exhibited from 2007 to 2017, are analyzed. Adopting a concept of
death and cultural studies, the article makes visible how films construct
the meanings of death ideologically.

My study found that Thai films portray deaths in various ways,
for example, deaths of people with different gender and age, criminal
deaths, mysterious deaths, spiritual beliefs or life after death, death
rituals, etc. Due to morality and values about death, film languages signify
deaths to be contradictory. On the one hand, death is connoted to be
fearsome and not normal. On the other hand, death is also viewed as
a truth of life and being dramatic. With reference to ideology, deaths
in different film genres represent modern risk, changes in beliefs and

religion, and capitalist state in Thai society.

Keywords: death, death communication, ideology
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Rethinking Genres and Proportions of Services
for Sign Language, Closed Captions and Audio

Descriptions in Thai Television Enterprises
Sirimit Praphanturakit

Abstract

The policy on providing services for the purpose of the television
media accessibility of people with disabilities in Thailand started
concretely after the enforcement of the Broadcasting Businesses Act B.E.
2551 (2008). Later, the National Broadcastings and Telecommunications
Commission, or NBTC issued various notifications for promoting and
protecting the rights of disabled persons to get access to or acknowledge
or gain benefit from the television broadcasting service as equal to
general population. One mission is to push forward television entrepreneurs
to provide sign language, closed captions and audio description in news
or informative programs which are useful for the public according the
specified minimum proportion. However, the determination of genres
and proportion for services aiming at providing the accessibility to
television programs of the disabled may not conform or be suitable for
current situations in which most television entrepreneurs are making
losses and reducing their personnel. In addition, those programs that
focus particularly on news or informative programs may not meet the
demand of disabled viewers as much as expected. This is because people
with disabilities would like to watch a variety of television programs

like the general population, and the need for provision of services with
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sign language, closed captions and audio description in each type of
programs may be different. For example, talk programs where listening is
sufficient for understanding may not require audio description for those
with visual impairment, while documentary programs and dramas are
not classified as news or informative programs but are more necessary
to the visual impaired.

Recommendations for the smoother provision of television
services for the disabled include pilot service provisions among public
broadcasting licensees, motivation to commercial broadcasting licensees
by funding, openness to programs of the type “G” (General Audiences)
to come into “the basic standard category” of the notification on the
benefit promoting and protecting the rights of the disabled persons to
get access to or acknowledge or to gain benefit from the programs
of the Broadcasting Service that can extend the diversity of programs
according the demand of the disabled viewers better, and the flexibility
of the proportions and genres provided depending on the capability of

each channel and its program schedule available.
Keywords: the NBTC notifications for promoting and protecting the

rights of disabled persons, television genres, proportions for

television services, news or informative programs
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A Survey of Closed Captions Viewing in Bangkok
Waiyawut Wuthiastasarn

Abstract

The study was the quantitative and survey research by one-shot
case study. A face-to-face questionnaire was employed to collect and to
analyze data by frequency, percentage, one-way ANOVA, independent
t-test and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

It was found that the audiences, both male and female, in
distinctive age, income, and occupation need closed captions at the
same level. The audiences with distinctive marriage status need the
same level of closed captions. The audiences with lower educational
level comparing to the Bachelor Degree need the closed captions more
than the group of the Bachelor Degree and higher level. The hearing
impaired viewers need closed captions at the high level while the hearing
people need closed captions at the highest level. The audiences need
TV programs with closed captions correlation with the need of closed
captions in TV programs as well.

TV programs with closed captions serve disabled people and
underprivileged people need through TV media. It is necessary for TV
entrepreneurs and executive programmers including other organizations
that should promote and get access to TV media by all groups. The
contribution makes the movement to equality of media accessibility that

is significant and should be promoted.

Keywords: closed captions, survey research, television viewing
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nMsaduUMniAfuesdsansuazeFuasiidesas wazdsivgiau
Ansmenslédulaiaunsaiuilafafsvessanisinaimi Ademnl
POULYAVBIUTTAUNITUTTWINLFIA1TUazHTUA1THAMNUANAIAY
fomgil onsinsimiieindudesdnisdisia (encode) Litalw
AURNITNIINIShaBuaINsnsustadsdlusanisinsvimilaanisldszuy
aussensunnAssiiiunmadnsia wwdsiunsldfuanaiuaummiie

(encoder) 399zaNNTOMN IAAUPAUINKATOAURNITNIING HBURIHNTDTUS

' '
a a

asndwdsmsedsndunmmyals iedelnsimilaivriniduzesiasu

(mass media) N1 lAURANITHATAUGBLlENIARINITONTIAD NEILTu

D

FIRNAYIITNITUI NSNS 19dBlNIVIAL (television access service)

P TAAURNITNIINISIAUADITA IRNLFBIUTIEN8AW (audio description)
AUNNITNIINIS LA BUABITALARNN1EIND (sign language) WAZAILSTENE

WLLAEY (caption) (81391 AFAM, 2560: 3)

ad o a a e
REL RGP
N19398ATINANUATUIANGNAIBENNNIUIULTEIINT AU

NNITANUBATEAUANNTONWNINUSDEAL 95 ANTEAUAINNAAIALARDL

(%

gausulalddnaniniesas 5 wienszautisdA 0.05 maalaauinlag

U
gn3704 Taro Yamane (1967 81909lu q1@ Usz@ndsgaug, 2544) la

Jaug
1uIuvI9AY 400 ot FBmsdmEanngumetsiniunislagfinuue
NANABE LT INTAUANAAFIUAIUIUUTEBINTIUNTUNNLNIUAT A
Bquetslasendoaiiuitazidn (probability sampling) wazn19gx
éf’mshmuu%ugﬁ (stratified sampling) 3NAMUARUATIGDINTANE
ldun adneende fogluenngamwamiuns 53 50 e #asan

Ul guidenmeguaunguainnuaalasldisnisuuidngiu il
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NUIUUTETINTNINUA 50 LUA
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Vlﬁ%’m’mmg'ué"msi’mQ’mmwmﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁLﬂuﬂuﬁﬂamw%’]muﬁﬁaami
ERABRIAREDNMUILG TN BN IMSAdINNgNAuRnIsIInIs B
AFN19LanILLaNzad (purposive selection) lASAIMUAIIUIU 90 FBENd
Hmsﬁ”@Laam’mﬂuu‘;umﬂﬁﬁaﬁmumu u?aqmmuﬁLﬁﬁaﬁaaﬁUﬂu
YUHINTIBAURNITVIINTIABU 817 AXNANAUEAUINEAINTIVINNAILAT
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emsladulunsiseiinium 90 au FRvelAlaenuIUAUNUDEY
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legu (Sapaz 19.8) lAe®1989aINNITE159AANUANIS W.A. 2555 284
AUNIUFDALAITIRA

mmfuiﬁmjmﬁaazhmauLmuaaumm (questionnaires) lagK3at
warfingITeuanuuuaeunnliunngudletlauazlinguiiagiinsen
LUUADUDINAIEALLDY (face-to-face questionnaires) Lﬂ%mﬁaiummﬁu
iagaluﬂ%’;aﬁ%lﬁ%'umiﬁiuﬁmmQ’lﬁi‘mmfyﬁ’]uﬁmﬁmam%wmu 3 AU
LazAANULEDs (reliability) Hen 0.89 1A8N13AIMUIUAINGAT Cronbach’s
Alpha (8916 ﬂs:ﬁmé’%’gﬁuﬁ:, 2544) Lﬁﬂiﬁ%mﬂa’%’mLLUU&BUQ’WN’%’]W}H
490 °z;mt,§’; ﬁwﬁLm’]zﬁmaﬁ’miﬂﬂmméwL%Q;;Uz%w%'umﬁ%'ﬁma

AIPUAIEAS
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NANISANEN
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a a A
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grndiusniswelanunsliuinisainann Insuansluaissn 1 Hamsnd
3
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laliugazedned 2 0.4
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Taduuila 58 1.8
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AMNFBINITE NI U Sosay
laiiugazedned 3 0.6
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WAUAE 192 39.2
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NSNAUNTAIUTTEIBWNBLRSINUAMNAINT BYDIAIUTTEN B uNULFs 11
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AI59N 7 ANHANARBTTLTNINAMNADINITUALANNINTUNALFDINAUTTENS

LNULEE
m'mﬁaami ﬂ’J’]SJ:-D’]L{]u

AMNABINIS Pearson correlation 1 0.674**

Sig (2-tailed) 0.000

N 490 490
AN Pearson correlation 0.674%** 1

Sig (2-tailed) 0.000

N 490 490

* %

correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)
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A thqw“ AWBITNAT UAZAMY (2559: 48)

‘:I ) a kg o ar b’ldldo
$1919N 8 NANISLUT U UAMNGABINISSUTNINENITINTNAUNHAILTTBNE

UNULEES
Usginnaa g 3o | Awade | dawdesuu | 1t | P-Value
NINTFIU
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ALUNG 400 4.37 0.64
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* AMRUAsEALUB&IAN 0.05
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Lanna Ritual Media: Women’s Communication,

Role, Power and a Negotiation of Space
Tippatoo Kritsuntorn

Abstract

Lanna society is matriarchal in which women play important roles
in their household’s production systems and determine the patterns of
beliefs and rituals in the family. For Lanna ritual media like Ancestor’s
Spirits and Ghost rituals, these are communication spaces that allow
women to occupy. However, at present the space of ritual media is
not just for women, but it is also for men and LGBTs. Consequently,
if women want to enter the contesting space to compete, negotiate or
reproduction to a contested space and create a sacred space through
the original Lanna ritual media, women must take on the social role,
status, communication and capital as well as the understanding of the
power relations between women and men and the understanding of
social structures in order to continue to contest for the Lanna ritual

media which they once exclusively owned.

Keywords: Lanna ritual media, women’s communication, role, power

relations, negotiation of space
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The Search of Friendship and More:
Camwomen Identity Formation
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Abstract

In this article, I concentrate on friendship, which I argue is
one of main motivations on camwomen identity process. This finding
emerged from my ethnographic study of young Thai women who portray
themselves sexually explicitly on the online webcam chatroom called
Camfrog. Three types of friendships and another form of relationship
are explored. I argue that the Camfrog hierarchical structure, shown
by colouration, has affects the way that camwomen and others form
and continue friendships with each other. I also argue that although
camwomen reflected it was an autonomous choice to be portrayed in a
sexual way in Camfrog chatrooms, a Thai cultural value called krengjai
partly played a pivotal role in their decision-making. I analyse the
issue of exploitation relating to krengjai through drawing upon works on
power by Weber and by Bourdieu; specially, I discuss the conversion

of capitals through using Bourdieu’s analytic framework.

Keywords: Camwomen, friendship, capital, chatroom, ethnography, online

identity, sexuality
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1. Prologue

This article is the product of an ethnographic study of Thai
camwomen, a group of young women who portray themselves in a
sexually explicit manner on Camfrog, which is an online video chatroom
programme. The Camfrog and camwomen phenomenon was attracting
media-wide attention and that of the public by 2007. Thai Camfrog had
the third highest number of users in early 2007 (The Nation, 15 April
2007) and the top amount of worldwide users access Thai Camfrog
chatrooms ( Todrahud, 10 February 2007). Moreover, the largest demographic
group making up this number are Thai adolescents and young adults,
who use it as a form of cybersex. It was negatively criticized on the
grounds that young people particularly young women were misbehaving
through webcams online. It was suggested that this would cause social
decay. Rather than reproducing mainstream discourse, I wondered why
this group of Thai young women constructed and maintained this online
identity, despite the fact that it is an unwanted characteristic in the
adult and majority views. I then explored key motivations and significant
factors of the camwomen identities.

In this article, I focus on the issue of “friendship”, which is one
of the five key motivations® behind camwomen identities. My study of
camwomen has reflected this situation, leading to three different types
of friendship--flash friendship, phee-nong friendship and gig friendship--
which have been initiated between camwomen and the others. Besides,

these kinds of friendship sometimes develop further into another form

® From the data of my study, five main motivations of the studied camwomen emerged: finance,
freedom, fame, fun and friendship. I collectively termed the “5Fs”. Read more details in my
full thesis.
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of relationship--the online lover. It shall be addressed in further sections.
It is also discussed through works on power by Max Weber and by
Pierre Bourdieu; and the conversion of capitals has been discussed
through Bourdieu’'s framework.

In the next section, some operations and practices of Camfrog
and the studied chatrooms will be illustrated in order to understand the
camwomen’s stories and analysis in future sections.

1.1 Characteristics of Camfrog and the Studied Chatrooms

Camfrog was created by Camshare LLC, based in Austin, Texas.
It was first launched in 2003 and is still currently running. Thousands
of chatrooms with various regions, zones and topics are available for
camfroggers to join. Camfrog has four primary “zones”. They are Camfrog,
Deaf, General and 18+. Most of the chatroom names in 18+ zone relate
to the issue of sexuality.

In the chatrooms, camfroggers can communicate in both public
and private. For public chat, there are three methods: sending text
chat through a public chatroom; voice chat; and broadcasting webcam
images that are shown on individuals’ screens. For private chat, the
Instant Messaging mode or IM mode is available. Within the IM pop-up
box, camfroggers can communicate through text, image and/or audio. In
this article, I particularly focus on the Camfrog features mentioned by
research respondents that relate to camwomen and significant others
within the two studied chatrooms, so other features which go beyond
this boundary will be unexamined.

1.2 Circumstance in the Two Studied Chatrooms

The two studied chatrooms, the GTH and the GSLT chatrooms,

had a large user capacity and accessibility up to 1,500 users and were

NNTIAN - INWIEW 2562 | 245



the two most popular chatrooms in the 18+ zone, Thailand. Three main
characteristics were found. Firstly, they are spaces of multi-channel
communication—-participants were surrounded by heaps of sound, voices,
texts and images; music in various styles in different times could be
heard; participants could also hear the DJ speaking with the audience
through the chatroom microphone. Secondly, they are spaces of
hierarchy. Camfrog has used colouration to represent a users’ status,
represented by the colours of the user ID. There are four colours which
signify four statuses: black, blue, green and red which represent visitor,
friend, operator and owner respectively. The camfroggers with different
statuses have different abilities and power. Camfroggers in the two
studied chatrooms perceived the colouration as classification, especially
among research respondents who had operator and owner status.® They
normally considered user IDs who were in blue and black to be “others”
because of the very low closeness between them while red and green
were recognized as “ours” due to high closeness. This distinction seems
like a seniority system and a social distinction. Moreover, the Camfrog
video-chatroom programme originally used the colour “grey” to signify a
participant who had a blocked microphone; but grey, during the time of
my study, the studied chatrooms, was used to symbolise the camfroggers
who had been selected to be the stars which were normally the young
women who portrayed themselves in a sexy style or soft-porn manner.
These young women are frequently called “angels” on Camfrog. Thirdly,

they are spaces of sexual matters. Most times, I heard the DJ provoke

® Camwomen in this study mean young Thai women who portray themselves sexually explicitly in
Camfrog, the online webcam chatrooms. They can be in any status; however, camwomen who

were research respondents were in status of operator (green) and owner (red).

246 | 119813507805 NP



young women to do a show and persuade the audience to view in
various forms. At the same time, following the DJ’s loud recommendations
through his/her microphone, the responding dialogues took place in the
public chatroom, or between the symbolic colours. I could easily know
what user IDs were hot at that time, as those user IDs were known

as “angels” or were called “camwomen” in my study.

2. Objective of the Article
My main objective for this article is to elucidate that “friendship”
is one of key motivations of the camwomen identities process on

Camfrog chatrooms.

3. Research Methods

This article is a product of qualitative study of camwomen
identity process. It employs a-ten-month-period of ethnographic study
in two most popular chatrooms, the Girls Thai Hot chatroom (GTH) and
the Girls Sexy Lady Thai chatroom (GSLT), in the heterosexual area on
Camfrog programme. There are four modes: observing silently, participating
naturally, interviewing online and offline, and attending special events,
which were employed to obtain access to the GTH and the GSLT
chatroom and research respondents.

The first mode which is the position of covert observation was
taken for four months. During the first two months, I concentrated on
identifying the two most popular chatrooms in the target zone. In the two
months that followed, I familiarised myself with the range of interactions
within these two chatrooms. This period created an initial understanding
of the studied chatrooms, their operations and the relationships between

camwomen and the significant others within the chatrooms.
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Figure 1: Four modes of data collecting

[ (1) Observing

silently } @
(4) Attending m% (2) Participating
special events ﬂ naturally

[ (3) Interviewing

The second mode used active participant observation within the
two studied chatrooms. At this stage, I joined the studied chatrooms for
a total of four hours per day at the peak time over a six-month-period.
I immerse myself in the interactions, language, culture and structure of
the GSLT and the GTH chatrooms; and I also build relationships with
people there. I joined the dialogue in the public chatroom and tried to
approach users who had the potential to be participants in the research,
following three groups categorized as: the camwomen group, the owners
and operators group and the friends and visitors group.

The third mode employed in-depth interviews. Its fundamental is
respecting research participants’ choices on how to interview, whether
online or offline. It then took place in three ways--online synchronous
chat, phone-calls and offline interviews. I had gained twenty-three
interviewees. This included nine young women, seven DJs or owners
and seven users--friends or visitors. The selection here is not made to

represent a population as a whole concerning the Camfrog phenomenon
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but a particular category which displays the interaction between
camwomen and others.

The fourth mode is accessing three significant events. They are
a night-out involving a DJ, camwomen and users in the GSLT chatroom
in Chiangmai, an offline private party in Bangkok and an online chatroom
meeting of the GSLT chatroom. Participating in these events enabled
me to gain an insightful understanding of the interaction and relationship
between camwomen and the significant others of the studied chatrooms.

Notably, though I started observation in the first mode and then followed
it with participation, interviews and involvement in special events in
that order, several times, it was found that these positions could be
“stepped through back and forth”. Over time, they were flexible and
fluid, not rigid.

4. Exploring Friendship

Various definitions of “friendship” have been suggested by a
number of scholars. For example, over 2,500 years ago, Aristotle proposed
that friendship is concerned with the goodwill between persons. He also
categorized friendship into three broad forms. Firstly, there is the friendship
between people who are supportive of each other, such as relationships
between subordinates and superiors, doctors and patients, or teachers
and students. Secondly, there is the friendship between individuals who
enjoy each others’ company while they are together, for instance, while
playing sport, shopping or discussing everyday events. According to
Aristotle, these first two types of relationship are underpinned by the
notion of pleasure. If this is taken away, there is the possibility that

the friendship will dissolve. The third type is friendship between people
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“who love each other because of who they are in themselves” (Vernon,
2007: 3). It could originate for various reasons as Vernon (2007: 3)
raised: “the depth of character, the innate goodness, the intensity of
passion or the simple joie de vivre.” These originations tend to make
this type of friendship long lasting once established.

In late modern times the social context of friendship has changed
dramatically from the past. However, friendship is still a momentous tie
among human being. If we imagine back to the last 2,500 years or the
pre-modern times, it could be found that people were able to create
and develop friendship only one way by face-to-face contact; but
nowadays innovations in communication have effectively transformed
the world. With the rapid growth of communication technologies like
the internet, the condition “I do not know who you are, and you do
not know who I am, but yes we are friends!” has appeared. There are
numerous studies (e.g., Boellstorff, 2008; Thelwall, 2008; Jakobsson
and Taylor, 2003; Park and Robert, 1998; Parks and Floyd, 1996) that
indicate that a new form of friendship can be initiated. It is what we
know as online friendship, a friendship which emerges and continues
mainly in a cyber setting. Camfrog has reflected this situation, leading to
three different types of friendship--flash friendship, phee-nong friendship
and gig friendship--which have been initiated between camwomen
and the others. Besides, these kinds of friendship sometimes develop
further into another form of relationship--the online lover. These shall be

discussed in the following sections.
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5. Flash friendship

An important concept of friendship that emerged in the research
was what I have called “flash friendship”. It can be perceived in the
second type of friendship following Aristotle proposed, as mentioned
above; since it is the friendship between individuals who enjoy each
others’ company while they are together, here, it is while discussing
their everyday events. It primarily occurs through transitory interaction
via Instant Messaging (IM) and public chatrooms. Bo, a camwomen
on the GTH chatroom, is a good example of this. She was born into a
wealthy family. She received her bachelor's degree from a high-ranking
private university with second class honours. Although her family and
educational background are quite different from most camwomen in this
study, she shares a similar point, that she wants “to have someone to
talk to” like several other camwomen.

Bo had accessed Camfrog for five years and, during the fieldwork,
she attained the status of owner (red). Although Bo’s background
looked good, she faced difficulties after she finished her degree. She
worked in an executive position in the company owned by her family.
While there, she was viewed as a stranger in her workplace. She
experienced bad relationships while working there and none of the other
employees talked to her. She felt very depressed. She then accessed
Camfrog chatrooms, and performed sexy shows as a way of attracting
other camfroggers. A number of camfroggers were fascinated by her
and requested her to be their friend. Some of these camfroggers
became her flash friends and shared their feelings and suggestions
with her, mostly reflecting different views and points of views that

she had never considered. When asked about what she thought the
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benefits were for her of showing her body, she claimed they were about
increasing these kinds of friendships. Other camwomen also mentioned
this as important. Nut said, “...having friends, acquaintance and good
feeling, something we don’t have [in real life], having people who we
can speak to by understandably.” Another camwoman, Pa, noted “...if
asking me what do I want from it? If I want something, um...I think
I don’t want anything. It’s just finding friends to speak to. That's it.”

According to these accounts, they professed the strength of weak
ties inside the online world of Camfrog. This light bond is a combination
of “supporting emotionally” and “being enjoyable while being together.”
It fills a blue space, which is loneliness, in their real lives. Or it can be
said that the gratification that comes from having this type of friendship
is one of the main reasons for them. As Bo said, people in her workplace
were not close friends. Where she found friendship was in Camfrog
with people who used this online facility, albeit it was only a chitchat
friendship or acquaintance. In case of Nut and Pa, following their
recounts, it can be implied that aloneness is something that they have
in their real lives. Especially in the case of Nut, this sentiment can be

seen explicitly in her accounts: “...something we don’'t have, having
people who can speak to by understandably.” This finding is akin to
what Morahan-Martin and Schumacher note:
“The internet provides an ideal environment for lonely

people to interact with others. Not only does it provide

a vastly expanded social network, but also it provides

altered social interaction patterns online that may be

particularly attractive to those who are lonely.”

(Morahan-Martin and Schumacher, 2003: 662 cited
in Whitty and Carr, 2006: 9)
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For a number of camwomen, although this type of friendship is
very superficial, an easily formed and loose tie, it is beneficial to them
since it is a mean of receiving pleasure by “knowing people” online and

sharing a moment of feeling through chatting in a friendly way.

6. Phee-nong Friendship

A number of studies (Parks and Roberts, 1998; McKenna et al,
2002) suggest close friendship can be initiated online. My study has
shown similar trends. Weak ties have developed further and people
have become close online friends. This happened to various camwomen
as some of their flash friendships on Camfrog developed into stronger
ties. However, an important point to note here is that not all weak ties
between camwomen nor every flash friendship strengthened. In the
course of this article only certain people were considered.

Although the meaning of friendship in the western context refers
to the voluntary actions which relate to support, pleasure or affection
between people over time (Vernon, 2007; Heys, 1988; Wright, 1984;
Hartup, 1975), in the Thai context the meaning of friendship goes
beyond this. In his study of Thais’ everyday life, Mulder described this
concept well:

“...the European concept of friendship is always

non-hierarchical and confidential, and therefore essentially

confrontational. Thai friendship seems to centre on

mutual interests and pre-determined social positions and

thus normally includes an element of hierarchy; it is not

necessarily confidential in the sense of opening up to

each other and tends to avoid confrontation.”

(Mulder, 1990: vii)
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As a result of Thailand’s well-defined hierarchical structure, Thai
people almost always interact differently with their friends depending
upon the age difference between them. This phenomenon seems to be
contrary to western tradition which usually sees friends, regardless of
age or position, called only by their first name. In Thai culture, if the
younger addresser uses the name of the older addressee without phee
before it, this will represent a state of impoliteness and disrespect. In
addition, in Thai tradition, individuals who are close friends, regardless
of their age difference, normally represent their friendship akin to the
words: ‘We are close friends who love each other like phee-nong
(siblings).” This particular value reflects a broader blurring of friendship
and kinship in Thai society, not only in an offline context, but also in
the online arena. An example of the hierarchical structure based on age
can be seen in Nana’'s response:

“... look like paun (‘friend’) phee, nong something like

this, um hum, being friend, like who are the younger are

nong, yeah, something like this...Who are phee, called

phee. Who are nong, called nong. Or the same age,

yeah, we’re friend, um hum. No one who is younger

than me, such as age 17 or 16, called me just ‘Nana’,

no [she emphasized] ...”

Not only Nana, but also a number of other camwomen make this
an essential point in relation to this type of phee-nong friendship. The
first point that I would like to emphasize about phee-nong friendship
is that this friendship has expanded from online to offline. They have
met each other either online or offline. They have then become friends

in real life--dining together, hanging out, sharing real-life problems, giving
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financial support when someone is in trouble, etc. Nut, for example,
recounted her friendship and how it has developed from online to

offline: “...after being a friend of this group, I think we are dissimilar
to other group ‘cuz we live together like phee phee nong nong” and
“...very close to this group [owners group], always go out...having meals,
having conversation and having party frequently...and then, yeah, very
close.” Likewise, Bo related, “You know, I and phee-Ake, phee-King,
phee-Oato, [they are owner status], we go out [offline] very frequently.
Yeah...having meals, drinking alcohols, a kind like these things as regular
basis. Because we associate each others like phee-nong.” There are
several studies (e.g., Parks and Floyd, 1996; Parks and Roberts, 1998;
Whitty and Gavin, 2001) that support this finding that relationships that
originate online have been regularly found to expand further than the
internet.

The second point is that, it was not every flash friendship
between camwomen and others that developed further. Only particular
persons saw these relationships extended. This type of friendship was
generated particularly between camwomen who normally got red or
green status and the owners (red) or the operators (green). They pay
their respects to each other like phee-nong. It was found that the close
phee-nong friendships were usually formed between camwomen and
the owners and operators, while the relationships between camwomen
and the friends and visitors remained very light. This difference is very
interesting. It seems significant since it reflects the effects which occur
from the structure of Camfrog. The colouration on Camfrog--red, green,
blue and black--is not just a distinction of colour; the people who have

different colouration also have different status and authority.
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This hierarchal structure influences the interaction among
participants on Camfrog. The camwomen who came to the chatroom
with black or visitor status, from the research observation, regularly
did a show to attract an audience. This would catch the attention of
people in the group of owners and operators. The owner, operator or
DJ who first found the shows would normally change the user IDs
of these camwomen from black to grey. The colour was a signal for
other users to know that these camwomen were available for them to
view. After that, the owners, operators or DJs always gave the green
or operator status to these camwomen. This is because green status
gives the camwomen more control, such as giving them the ability to
remove’ or ban user IDs of those that harass or make rude remarks in
the chatroom. Jade, a DJ who was in ordinary owner status, revealed
that the main owner would give red or owner status if these camwomen
satisfied them by accessing the chatroom and doing the show regularly
for a period of time.

The position above shows a significant condition: if the
amwomen wish to keep their red or green status, they have to keep
accessing the chatrooms and showing their bodies in the chatroom.
They also have to maintain and tighten their friendships with the DJs or
owners who have the power to change, both positively and negatively,

the camwomen’s status.® In contrast, people in the blue (friend) and

" Technically, the words “kick” or “punish” are used in Camfrog programme chatrooms.

® The status can be withdrawn if the main owners, the owners, the operators and the DJs are
not satisfied with the participants’ performance. For example, during the fieldwork, I had got
“green” status because I had a close friendship with Jade, a DJ who was in red, or owner,
status. But one day in the (online) meeting, the main owner of studied chatroom informed
all members through microphone that he will release all colours with all members; and he will

re-appoint the status by considering how the performance of the members would be suitable.
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black (visitor) status have no power to affect the camwomen’s status.
This point seems to be the main reason why the relationships between
camwomen and the ID users which are in the status of friends and
visitors are downplayed by most of the camwomen.

In short, the structure in Camfrog chatrooms, shown through
colouration, not only distinguished the status and authority of its
participants, but dominated, to a certain extent, the thoughts of various
camwomen which, in turn, affected their practices. It was reflected
through the way of making friends in different degrees that happened
from the camwomen’s sense of inclusion and exclusion. The close
phee-nong friendship was developed with those with higher red and green
status; but slight, or flash, friendships were carried on with those with
the lower blue and black status. However, it should be noted that there
were some possibilities that camwomen could develop close friendships
or other closer relationships with those of black or blue status if they
felt very happy to chat with them and enjoyed maintaining ties with
those specific user IDs.

The third point is that although most camwomen said that
their own autonomy was the most influential factor in being involved in
sexually-oriented shows, a cultural value which is the feeling of krengjai,
a desire to maintain one another’s feelings, occurs owing to the close
phee-nong friendships. Both krengjai and autonomy are important
determinants in the camwomen practices although it is difficult to discern
which is the more important as they interplay. This is a very significant
factor in camwomen constantly doing their shows or making the decision
in their shows to expose their bodies. The concept of krengjai has

been expressed both implicitly in camwomen’s narrated accounts and
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explicitly in their use of the word krengjai when they answered the
question: “Are there any differences between the group of friends and
visitors and the group of owners, operators and DJs if they are asked
for showing your bodies?”
Pa: “...if it's the close friends, yeah, it's OK. I will help
them ‘cuz it’s in the level that I can do for’ and ‘if
Aum [another one camwoman who got owner status
that she feels close to] ask me [to do the show],
yeah, we're close as paun phee nong and, yeah,
I feel krengjai, so 1 will help her.”
Warn: “...thinking that we know each other like um we are
phee-nong, yeah, somethin’ like this.” [She admitted
that 70-80 per cent of her reason for following the
owners’ request to do the show is because of the
phee-nong relationship.]
Plam: “If they [the DJs] in the room ask [to do the
show] um, yeah, I do feel krengjai, so 1 will sit...
like um adjust the webcam in the ways that can
present sexy or erotic appearance.”
Ma: “...the feeling of krengjai because I've got green if
just only sit, not help, it seems to be not appropriate,
I think.” [She admitted that she will do the show
following the DJ’s request if the DJ is close to her.]
To return to the extracts about krengjai, on one side, it can
be seen that the value arises in the camwomen’s feelings because of
their phee-nong friendships. This is the reason, or part of the reason,

why they are willing to do the shows and respond to requests from the
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owners and DJs who they feel close to. Krengjai causes two types of
thoughts among camwomen. Firstly, it is seen as “we are friends who
love each other as phee-nong, we therefore have to help our friend.”
Secondly, they can feel that “we are friends who respect phee-nong,
so we should not make the people we care for feel bad by rejecting
their request.”

This does raise an interesting question, as well as the fourth
point, which is: Can this position expressed by camwomen be implied as
a form of exploitation? To answer this question, it is worth considering
the work on domination from Weber and Bourdieu. Domination, according
to Weber (1914 cited in Morrison, 1995: 282-293), means legitimate
authority which dominates through one’s consent or is accepted
voluntarily. Weber divides the legitimate authority into three categories:
rational-legal authority, traditional authority and charismatic authority.
Rational-legal authority originates from laws or policies, for instance, a
constitution or law which creates defined roles and duties for people
in society. This type of legitimate authority is based on rationale and
rule rather than personal relationships. Traditional authority derives
from beliefs or conventions such as the belief in a patronage system.
Charismatic authority comes from personal characteristics such as those
found in leaders or change agents who are very brave or who have
high ethics or high morals.

Following Weber’s thoughts on domination, it can be said that
the state of krengjai presents a form of legitimate authority. Specifically,
it is a form of traditional authority, an authority that occurs from local
or national norms or customs. In this case, the concept of krengjai is

an embodied value in Thai society. It can also be considered as being

NNTIAN - INWIUW 2562 | 259



used by owners and DJs as a means to get camwomen to perform their
shows. It is simply said that the group of owners and DJs dominate the
group of young women, who maintain phee-nong friendship with them,
to feel krengjai. Krengjai-ness is further being a motivating substance
in the camwomen identity formation. Not only does this reflect Weber's
view of authority but it also suggests what Bourdieu terms “symbolic
violence” (Bourdieu and Wacquant, 1992: 167) or the imbalanced positions
perceived as legitimate among members of a group which derives from
symbolic meaning such as culture, as Jenkins (1992) describes:

“Symbolic violence, according to Bourdieu, is the imposition

of systems of symbolism and meaning (i.e. culture) upon

groups or classes in such a way that they are experienced

as legitimate. This legitimacy obscures the power relations

which permit that imposition to be successful. Insofar as

it is accepted as legitimate, culture adds its own force

to those power relations, contributing to their systematic

reproduction. This is achieved through a process of

misrecognition: ‘the process whereby power relations

are perceived not for what they objectively are but in

a form which renders them legitimate in the eye of the

beholder.””

(Jenkins, 1992: 104)

The group of young women perceived that their camwomen
identity which are caused, or constructed, by the feeling of krengjai
is reasonable. It is what Jenkins stated above that “as it accepted as
legitimate.” Their thoughts obviously show “misrecognition.” Here, the

(symbolic) violence arises through their complicity.
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Furthermore, it cannot be forgotten that the shows create positive
effects for the main owners and the DJs. This is because the rise in the
number of participants, friends and visitors in the chatrooms increases
the potential for financial gain and profits. Firstly, more participants mean
more opportunities for them to sell a number of products. Secondly, having
more participants increases the pride of the DJs, who take responsibility
for boosting the number of users. Most DJs who were in owner (red)
status expressed this in the interviews. These two points are important
reasons to maintain and tighten friendships since the owners and DJs
can utilise these close ties with camwomen, the phee-nong friendship,
to create the state of krengjai which, in part, leads the camwomen to
conform with the demand to do shows.

This position, in brief, presents what Weber called legitimate
authority; concurrently it elucidates what Bourdieu called symbolic violence
as its legitimacy is widely accepted in Thai society and it has become
a part of Thai culture. Also, it shows the process of “misrecognition”,
Bourdieu’s term (1998), because this symbolic power originates the
thought, as previously stated, “close friends should help each other”

and “one should not reject requests from close friends.”

7. Gig Friendship

In general, relationships between two people can be divided into
five main levels which vary according to the degree of intimacy. They
are stranger, acquaintance, friend, girlfriend-boyfriend and husband-wife
arranging from low intimacy to high intimacy respectively. In 2004,
a new form of relationship called gig has been argued about in Thai

society (Pudtkodchakorn et al, 2004). There are two interpretations
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of the meaning of gig. Firstly, it can be seen as a deconstruction of
the word chue (“secret lover” or “paramour”). Secondly, it is viewed
as a new kind of very close friendship that is not chue. These two
positions have been discussed continually since a study about gig was
publicised in the mass media. At this time, its meaning seems to be
an unfinished project. Originally, the term gig was coined in a study
“Gig...more than a friend, but not a fan’". The objective of the study
was to discover the attitude of young people about the concept of gig
and the value on love in the present day. It also explored and analysed
the relationship between gig behaviour and social problems in Thailand.
The findings of this study, in brief, showed that gig is a new form of
relationship which is in-between friendship and a romantic relationship.
Gig has the potential to be our lover in the future or can be our secret
lover. It might be possible to consider gig as filling the role “between
friend and serious boyfriend or girlfriend.”

The gig phenomenon is not only happening in the offline world
but also in the online world of Camfrog. Gig friendship shifts from the
loose ties of flash friendship as, similar to phee-nong friendship, the tie
is tighter and has in some circumstances become a close friendship.
This said, the experience is not the same. While phee-nong friendship
is about a friend in terms of brotherhood or sisterhood, gig friendship
is about relating to a friend as someone who is special. This type of

friendship became evident through the participant observation and work

° Thai people use the word fan to refer to a girlfriend or boyfriend or “my man” or “my woman.”
For example, if we want to say that “He is my boyfriend” in Thai, the sentence is Kao-pen-
fan-kongchan (Kao = He, pen = is, fan = boyfriend and kongchan = my). The writing in this

section of my study uses fan to represent this meaning.
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with Jade, who is a male DJ. At one stage in the field work, I was
participating in the GSLT chatroom. Ta, a camwoman on the GSLT
chatroom, attracted my attention because she always did shows following
requests by Jade. This made me question why she always responded
to his requests, so I sent Jade an IM:

OSA: Ta is so cute.

Jade: Yeah, she’s cute.

Jade: [She’s] my ex-gig.

OSA: Umm.

OSA: 5 5 5 :) [laugh sound and smile]

OSA: You know her before, oh...oww [surprised sound]

Jade: [copy his dialogue with Ta, and sent to me]

Ta:  Miss you

Ta: ei ei [laugh sound]

Jade: Miss you the mosttttttttttttttttttttttt

OSA: Oho [exclamation sound]...so sweettttttttttt

Jade: If don’t know how can direct her to do this and that,

huh?

It can be seen from the above dialogue that this type of friendship
influenced Ta to do the shows. They both seemed to have a good
relationship with each other, although Jade stated that she is now his
ex-gig.

Pa, a camwoman who had got red status through the support
of the main owner of GSLT, also revealed this type of friendship. She
recounted she knew that the way she portrayed herself in an alluring
manner could attract others, and some of these users could come to

her by sending a message or requesting her to add them as a “friend.”
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This position is very similar to other online communications, e.g.,
Facebook which have shown a way of making friends. People can use
their good-looking profile picture to attract other people. And if there
are some people who request to be their friend, the mode “add friend”
is always available for them. This is a situation where one is attracted
to others, and in turn, others are attracted to one. Pa acknowledged
that some of these users could develop a relationship with her, from
flash friendship to gig friendship. During the field work, she told me
about two men who were involved in this type of friendship with her.
The first one is Natee, a DJ on the GSLT chatroom and another one
is Are, a user who participated in the chatroom. She recounted that
both of them were attracted by her show, and they then asked her to
add their ID user into her contact list by sending texts into the public
chatroom. She accepted them into her list, and started chatting with
them about general issues such as flash friends. After a period of time,
she acknowledged that her friendship with them had expanded and they
then were both her gig. Pa did not have a boyfriend in her real life, so
her relationships with both Natee and Are, for her, were not a kind of
“secret lover” or “paramour”; conversely, it was a kind of friend who
had the potential to be her online or offline lover. One time Pa said to
me during our lunch: “sometime I thought it's good to be in spotlight
there, you know. You can find friends, gig, fan or someone special there.”

In opposition to phee-nong friendship, camwomen do not reveal
that this type of friendship is concerning to status on Camfrog (the
colouration). It seems to depend upon camwomen’s own autonomy.
They could select with whom to further continue the relationship as
their gig. However, its initial stage is similar to phee-nong friendship

which starts firstly from flash friendship.
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8. The Online Lovers

Friendships, either offline or online, can sometimes develop
into romantic relationships. As Gwinnell (1998: 89) notes in her work:
“...some internet lovers come to the conclusion that they love each
other before they even meet or without ever meeting.” Jade, a male
DJ who is in owner status, revealed this kind of relationship between
himself and a camwoman during a conversation:

Jade: Between I and Ang (pseudonym), our relationship is more

than that of a boyfriend-girlfriend-relationship.

OSA: I wonder how?

Jade: We are husband and wife.

OSA: Err...? [puzzle sound]

Jade: Yes, we do everything that a husband and wife do.

OSA: Err...?

Jade: Yes, we do.

This camwoman, Ang, lives in Japan with her family. She
and Jade first met and developed their relationship through the GSLT
chatroom on Camfrog. This is purely an online relationship. Jade
revealed that at the first stage they were flash friends. She constantly
accessed and did the shows which attracted him. He then developed
the relationship further to be closer to being a gig friendship and then
cyber-lover using IM. Jade also described:

“Ang spends her time with me more than with her

parents...when she wakes up, after finishing school and

before bed time, yes, we live together [through webcam].”

Not only do they spend time together online, but they also have

a virtual sexual relationship or an online affair, as Jade said above: “we
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do everything that husband and wife do” and reiterated: “Yes, we do.”
Though this kind of relationship goes beyond a number of the friendships
stated above, it might be deduced that this is part of the reason for
some camwomen, such as Ang, to constantly access the Camfrog
chatroom and do a show occasionally in a public chatroom. Though
Ang did not share this fact with me since she is not my respondent,
it could be implied from Pa’s recount in last section that being in the
spotlight by doing a sexy show could help her find new friends, gig

or even a lover.

9. Transforming Capitals

The camwomen’s process of achieving friendship reflects was the
concept of exchange value. A number of the camwomen presented in this
article seem to share a similar characteristic in their real life-"loneliness”.
It is explicitly shown in the case of Bo’'s and Nut's discussions. So the
wish to have friends is one of their basic needs. While in their real life
settings it is hard to achieve friendship, specific Camfrog chatrooms like
GSLT and GTH give them an avenue to acquire what they do not have
or what they require easily through a particular condition. It involves
two main processes. Firstly, it is a process of socialization on Camfrog.
Camwomen learned through their time in Camfrog what people there
expected from them and what the reward was when they performed
in a certain way. The punishment may not be presented explicitly, but
the lack of reward or friendship is the outcome when they do not act.
It can also be said simply that this is a “process of know-how” which
constructs a sense of practices in camwomen in a specific sphere. It

made them know how to manage the situation and use their bodies in
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certain ways, that is portraying themselves in sexual ways. Since they
recognize that it is the way to attract people on Camfrog at the first
stage and to create friendship with them afterwards. This characteristic
could be considered as an embodied form of cultural capital which is
accumulated by camwomen. Moreover, Moore contends “...The acquisition
of embodied cultural capital is identical to the formation of habitus,
an integration of mind and body harmoniously adapted to specialized
habitats (fields) and transposable beyond them...” (Moore, 2008: 110,
italics in original). What emerges in a virtual venue such as Camfrog
could be seen as an establishment of habitus.

The next process concerning camwomen’s acquisition of friendship
is a transformation of capitals. The camwomen employ two things to
reach their needs: first, the knowledge of how to act in a specific
sphere which has been discussed above as an embodied form of cultural
capital; and second, their bodies, or physical capital as termed by Shilling
(1993: 127), as a tool of acting. These two capitals work cooperatively
and have been transformed into “social capital” in the form of “friendship”

on Camfrog by camwomen.

10. Epilogue

In this article, the notion of friendship which camwomen have
attained in Camfrog chatrooms has been examined. To understand how
friendships have been formed and developed, I have discussed three
forms of friendship and a relationship beyond friendship which are
partial reasons for camwomen to access the chatrooms and to act as
sexually attractive. At the initial stage, a very weak bond of friendship,

called “flash”, can be formed. It can develop over time with particular
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persons into other stronger ties which include phee-nong friendship,
gig friendship and lover relationship. The flash friendship tells us that,
while in the real world it may not be easy to create friendships with
strangers, in the virtual venue it is not difficult to form friendships with
these people. It also presents the advantage of weak ties of friendship,
for camwomen, that is having someone who is a friend to chat with
and to share some information or opinions together.

The phee-nong friendship reveals that when an online friendship
has been developed into a stronger tie, it has the possibility to expand
to an offline place. This kind of friendship also shows that the structure
of a specific space, such as the colouration on Camfrog influencing
camwomen, can affect the choice of friends. In addition, even though
this type of friendship forms and develops in an online setting, a Thai
cultural value from an offline setting still has a strong influence over
camwomen’s thoughts and actions on maintaining this type of friendship.
This provides us with the notion of exploitation which I have discussed
and connected with two concepts of domination--the legitimate authority
by Weber and the symbolic violence by Bourdieu. The Thai cultural value
of krengjai has been considered as a form of traditional authority in
Weber's sense and constructed misrecognition in Bourdieu’s logic. The
impact of krengjai on camwomen’s phee-nong friendships encourages
them to do their shows voluntarily, and the owners and operators have
exploited this circumstance to make money. In the three forms of
friendships that occur between camwomen and others, the gig friendship
seems to be the most blurred in its position as it is a new kind of

friendship in Thai society which is in between a friend and a lover.

268 | 2158151405 AP



Additionally, these friendships, once they have established, motivate
the camwomen to keep accessing and doing their shows on Camfrog.
The phee-nong friendship and the gig friendship seem to support this
situation explicitly.

Whilst these friendships and relationships have their own unique
characteristics as I have summarized, they actually share a common point.
“The show” is the key factor to acquire all friendships on Camfrog. The
camwomen learned to perform a show in a sexual way. They did it, in
part, for gaining friendships. In fact, the use of women’s bodies, their
physical appearance, to attract the attention of people and to translate
this attention into other profits is not a new aspect, especially in the
commercial area. For instance, the automobile industry makes use of
pretty girls to promote their cars or motorcycles. However, it may seem
strange, from our ordinary experience, that camwomen use their bodies
and sexual presentation in exchange for friendship. In some sense, it
may make us wonder: “If these camwomen did not do the show, would
the others, which are mostly men, remain their friends?” Also, it may
make us question: “Are these real friendships or false friendships?”
These questions seem very hard to answer. At least, what has been
shown about friendship on Camfrog is that for some people who feel
they have no friends like camwomen, having friends to relieve their
loneliness is very motivating. This perhaps makes them do things that
a minority, the others on Camfrog, prefers although the majority, Thai
society, disapproves, like in the case of camwomen doing their provocative
shows. Moreover, this perhaps may stop them from questioning whether

these friendships acquired on Camfrog are real or fake.
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