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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research
were 1) to study the tourism potential according
to the basic information of Ayothaya Community
2) to study community participation in developing
ecotourism at Ayothaya Community, located in
Ayutthaya Province. The qualitative research data
were gathered through purposive sampling together
with snow ball sampling by employing semi-
in-depth
interview. The primary informants were 17 people;

structure interview, observation and
7 local people living in Ayothaya Municipality, 5
tourism entrepreneurs, and 5 community leaders.

The results revealed that, according to the
basic information of Ayothaya Community, there
were three elements of tourism potential, namely
tourism resources which attract tourists, access to
tourist sites and tourist facilities. In terms of
community participation in developing ecotourism
at Ayothaya Community, the research methodology
was divided into five elements. Regarding pride in
community and  participation in  developing
ecotourism, the informants were proud of their
tourist attraction due to tourism resulting in stable
economy in community and the people should,
therefore, be responsible for putting the community
in order and preserving its tourism resources.
Regarding participation in problems analysis, the
community slightly took part in, due to the fact
that the management and planning roles belonged
to governmental sectors and community leaders.
Regarding participation in developing the people,
the community slightly participated in, due to the
fact that those who were in charge of managing
were the landowners as well as the local
governmental sectors. Regarding the allocation of
interests and the distribution of income, some of
the community members worked as a shop
assistant and produced products sold to the shops
at the Floating Market. Regarding participation in
following up the implementation, the community
members only participated in the referendum voting
when they were called to attend the community’s
meeting.

The relevant organizations can utilize the
research results as the fundamental information to
enhance the community participation regarding
developing ecotourism at Ayothaya Community
which has capability for tourism. However, the

community participation is needed so as to analyze
community problems and take part in community
development. The community people have to
cooperate with the local organizations as well as
to provide an opportunity to be informed the

tourism knowledge.

Keywords: Participation of Local People /
Ayothaya / Ecotourism
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