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Abstract

This academic article explores the impact of
globalization on the construction of representation
through different social perspectives, using the issue
of monkey labor in coconut harvesting in Thailand as
a case study. International media have framed this
practice as a violation of animal welfare, interpreting
it as depriving monkeys of their natural conditions.
This study analyzes the issue through the lenses of
globalization, representation, and human-animal studies.
Findings indicate that the controversy surrounding
monkey labor, which led to the ban on Thai coconut
products, was significantly influenced by animal rights
organizations. These organizations played a key role
in selecting and amplifying global social issues in
collaboration with mass media, shaping public perception
through the construction of representation. This process
contributed to a generalized interpretation that may
have overlooked the complete socio-cultural context. In
response, Thailand engaged in counter-representation
by communicating the traditional coexistence between
humans and monkeys within a socio-cultural framework.

Additionally, this controversy prompted policy initiatives
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to encourage the adoption of technology in coconut
harvesting and improve monkey welfare in accordance
with international standards. This case illustrates the
interconnected relationship between humans and
animals, where representation and media narratives
can influence both social perceptions and policy

developments.

Keywords: Monkey Labor, Thai Coconut Ban,

Globalization, Representation, Human-Animal Studies
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Complicit in Cruelty

By continuing to sell coconut milk from Thailand, Whole Foods is complicit in the abuse of monkeys and
wilfully propping up an industry that kidnaps sentient beings, chains them, and treats them as nothing
more than coconut-picking machines.

PETA i calling on Whale Foods to lve up to its values and sell coconut milk anly from countrees where
mankey labour isn't used, including India, Indonesia. and the Philippines.
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NEWS  ACTION CENTRL INVESTIGATIONS ISSUCS LIVING RECIPES MEDIA CENTRE ABOUT RLTUd LS

Chained PETA ‘Monkeys' Dump

Coconuts at Whole Foods
fwo

Wi 1 fegnenisthianedn
N9l ERSINURLAUNZNG 1
‘7;84'1: PETA UK, (2024), Monkeys dumping
coconuts at Whole Foods, https://www.peta.org.uk/

blog/monkeys-coconut-dump-whole-foods/
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WORLD REWS

‘Enslaved monkeys harvest coconut

milk’ for UK supermarkets
Thailand iz cne of the worlds largest exporters of cocomet milk, which has growniin
popularity in the West

i young macague |s traled to carry out the 1asks recuired fior coconur hareesting

RS ALY TR

Supermarkets are being urged to stop selling coconut milk from Thailand
because farmers in the country are still using “enslaved monkeys” kept in
horrific conditions to harvest it.
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