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Abstract

This research article aims to study the principles of ritual performance within the Mien
ethnic group in Thailand. The research was conducted using qualitative methods, analyzing
data from research documents related to Mien ethnic rituals, conducting in-depth interviews
with ritual experts, and observing the ritual process. The content scope encompasses the study
of rituals such as "Chou Wen" (Entering Adulthood), Ancestor Worship Ritual, "Bua Hiang"
Rituals, "Qingmeng" Ritual, and " Qiat Hya Jiab Fei" Rituals. The research is conducted in
Huai Mae Liam Village, Chiang Rai Province. The study results indicate that the Mien ethnic
group in Ban Huai Mae Liam village clearly follows the principles of ancestral beliefs in
performing rituals. They rely on natural phenomena, various symbols, and individual behaviors
to interpret and link them to the reasons for performing rituals. The ritual process of the Mien
reflects the communication between ancestors and descendants. The purpose of the ritual
involves mutual dependence and the gratitude that descendants have towards their ancestors,
with key communication tools including "Jiao" (%) and divination using chicken organs.

Keyword: Rituals; principle; Mien ethnic group
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