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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the crisis of faith in contemporary Thai Buddhist society
by examining ongoing media reports concerning moral misconduct among Buddhist monks as
a key context for discussion. The analysis reveals that the instability and decline of faith among
Thai Buddhists stem from a form of faith that is centered on individuals, known as
puggalalappasada (personalized faith). This type of faith is primarily attached to particular
persons and is inherently fragile. When a revered individual commits misconduct, it often leads
to disappointment among followers, a loss of confidence in the monastic community and in
Buddhism as a whole, and ultimately results in disengagement from listening to the Dhamma
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and a decline from the true teaching (saddhamma). The study further explains approaches for
cultivating stable and resilient faith by employing the conceptual framework of the Five Noble
Growths (Ariyavaddhi 5)—a set of essential qualities of the Sotapanna (Stream-enterer): faith
(saddha), morality (sila), learning (suta), generosity (caga), and wisdom (pafina). These
principles are used as the analytical foundation and are practically applied through two
metaphorical frameworks: the “mental-protection vaccine” and the “wisdom vaccine.” The
mental-protection vaccine consists of morality, equanimity (upekkha), and spiritual friendship
(kalyanamitta), which function to support the mind, regulate emotional responses, and prevent
the deterioration of faith when confronting emotionally distressing events. Meanwhile, the
wisdom vaccine consists of learning (suta), generosity (caga), and wise reflection (yoniso
manasikara). These factors function to strengthen understanding and the cognitive structure of
wisdom, enabling faith to develop into a wisdom-based level and to become acala-saddha-an
unshakable faith firmly established in the Triple Gem, as exemplified by a Sotapanna (Stream-
enterer). The findings indicate that the path of the Five Noble Growths of the Sotapanna
provides a crucial framework for transforming ordinary faith into acala-saddha (unshakable
faith)—a form of faith that is firm, unwavering in the face of external conditions, and grounded
in the Triple Gem with wisdom. This approach thus holds significant implications for the
sustainable restoration and strengthening of Buddhist faith in contemporary Thai society.
Keywords: Faith; Acala-Saddha; Sotapanna
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