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Abstract

The essential constituent of the state is the citizen in which two
statuses, a civil citizen and a member of religion, are consisted. As a result,
there appears certain relationship between the status of being a civil citizen and
a member of religion. A question is asked that what kind of action the state
ought to do while legally deals with people who hold two statuses. In this
paper, two reasons were proposed to deal with them as follows: the first the
state ought to deal with people who have two statuses as per the prescribed
law being enforced to people in general, the second is that people, Buddhist
monks, for instance, who possess two statuses are regarded as having more
special status than other and then the heavy degree of treatment should be
made to them more than other because they are apparently held as the social
and moral model. Based on this, the heavier price should be paid by them than

other as well.
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It was purposely made to propose that the government ought to treat
people who have two statuses as per the prescribed law as did to general
people because Buddhist monks share the highest legal status given by the
state. This paper is reasonably claimed that to base Buddhist monks on the
ground that since they are regarded as the social and moral model and then
they in wrong doing deserve to be treated heavier than other is not morally
justified at all. In this, firstly, the reason why they ought to be legally dealt with
is because of its legitimacy it would bring about to the state since Buddhist
monks become a social model, and secondly, if the state treats people who
have two statuses like Buddhist monks heavier than people in general and
thereby illegitimacy of the law would be caused by the state where the civil
disobedience would be also precipitated. Therefore, it becomes necessary for
the state to comply equally with the prescribed law. As regards Dhamma and
Vinaya, they are objectively laid down to be the regulation for Buddhist monks’
ways of living life in which punishment is accorded to own nature; it should not
be intervened by the state.

Keywords: the government, Buddhist monks, Dhamma and Vinaya, civil citizen
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