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Abstract

In this article, the main objectives were purposely made: 1) to study
passive euthanasia with respect to the concept of autonomy in the principle of
Biomedical ethics, 2) to study the concept of autonomy in the principle of
Bodhicitta, and 3) to critically analyze passive euthanasia with respect to the
concept of autonomy in the principles of Biomedical Ethics and the Bodhicitta
principle. This is documentary research.

In the research, it was clearly found that the principle of treatment in
dealing with patients to provide them with the state of well-being in
accordance with the principle of Biomedical ethics basically requires the health
professionals to pay respect to patients’ consent in prolonging life because
peaceful death is the state of well-being caused by the reasons and patients’
making decision. Unfortunately, the Biomedical professionals do not take such

well-being into the proper consideration. By virtue of the mentioned lack of
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taking it into account, the reliability toward the access of well-being comes to
call into question. The Biomedical professionals ought to treat the patients in
accordance with their consent and thereby qualifying as not intervening through
the Biomedical ethics concerning with the making decision based on non-
maleficence principle and do no harm principle. Viewed from this angle,
benefiting and non-maleficence do not come from the ground of intention only
but from various factors as was explained by Mahayana Buddhism. In this
respect, Zen Buddhism proposed that the practical principles leading human
beings to the nature of Buddhahood require one who is supposed to provide
the great help to respect the decision made by man in a society because the
Buddhahood is the state that uniquely enlightens man with the Buddhahood
caused by insight in daily life.

Keywords: Passive Euthanasia, respect for autonomy, Biomedical ethics,

Bodhicitta
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