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Abstract

This paper is purposely attempted to examine the ethical problem that:
‘ought the business owners of social media platform to take social responsibility
over the prevailing of hate speech in the online world?’ In this matter, on the
one hand, some argued that the onus is on the owners of such platform
because the business belongs to them then they have the power to properly
manage the platform of social media, on the other hand, some argued against it
that such an act is contradict to free speech, therefore, there should not be any
management on any statement in the social online media. Moreover, they
proposed that while reading or judging information involved, the readers
themselves should exercise their thoughtfulness. In this paper, it will consider
the mentioned ethical problem in light of Buddhist ethics while analyzing the

debate.
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In analyzing, it was clearly found that according to Buddhist ethics the
hate speech one ought not to perform because it brings about the evil to a
society and it is not accorded with the principle of free speech. Besides, a good
society should be in accordance with the cooperative will where people
perform the duty to benefit the collective happiness of a society. Therefore,
when the hate speech is introduced to the social online media, the mentioned
business owner should take a social responsibility through controlling it in the
way it will not bring about the violence to a society. To prohibit violation of free
speech, the consumer should be allowed to consider such hate speech. Based
on this way, it would shed the light on the guideline to fight against hast speech
where the realization of rights, freedom and respect for human dignity would
yield the well-being to a society.

Keyword: Hate Speech, Social Media Business, Social Responsibility
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