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Abstract

In this paper, the objectives were purposely made to study John Locke's
philosophy of language and Buddhaddsa Bhikkhu’s concept of Everyday Language
and Dhamma language and it, then, attempted to apply John Locke's Philosophy of
language to understand Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s concept of Everyday language and
Dhamma language. This research employed the documentary research methodology.

In the research results, it argued that the concept of Everyday language and
Dhamma language are conceptual interpretations of religious language whereby its
idea bases are somehow accorded with John Locke’s philosophy of language. In this,
Locke is of the view that the meaning of language is the idea in the mind derived
from sensation and reflection. On the one hand, the meaning of Everyday language is
purposely assisned to embrace the object, therefore, its” meaning consists of
complex ideas of things appearing in the real experience, or they are believed to
exist but beyond the present experience, and their existence is necessarily awaited
to be proven in the future. However, things that were told by religions do really exist
and could be proven by senses. On the other hand, the Dhamma language focuses
on feelings or states of things that appear to the mind. Thus, the Dhamma
language’s meaning discards various complex ideas in concrete terms and thereby
hinges on certain features in the Everyday language to compare with the appearance
of abstract ideas. One of the main differences between these two levels of meaning
is the consideration of substance from different angles.
Keywords: Buddhadasa Bhikkhu; Religious Language; Everyday Language - Dhamma

Language; Idea
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