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Abstract
This Article aimed to study three objectives: 1) to study the concept of Pufina

in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, 2) to study the epistemological theory in
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Theravada Buddhist philosophy, and 3) to analyze the epistemological theory in
examining the concept of Puffa in Theravada Buddhist philosophy. This thesis
employed the documentary research methodology. In the study of the first
objective, it was clearly found that the concept of PuAifia can be divided into two
categories: 1) the casual Puifa; it basically means the good deed done through
three kinds of meritorious action, merit acquired by giving, observing the precepts,
and mental development, and 2) resultant Pufifa; the effect or consequence caused
by such good deed. To have proper understanding of both kinds of Puffa, it can
help one examines the mentioned concept clearly. In the second objective, it clearly
showed that there appears the origin of three kinds of knowledge; empiricism holds
that knowledge can be obtained by means of experience, rationalism holds that
knowledge can be obtained by means of reasoning and intuitionism holding that
knowledge is what is intuited. In the third objective, while examining the concept of
Puffa through empirical experience, it is found that Pufifia at the level of giving and
observing precepts can be verified through the six senses. When verifying the
concept of Pufifa through rationalism, it is evident that when things happen
according to cause and conditions, creating good causes, such as giving, sharing, and
refraining from harming others, will naturally lead to good outcomes. This can be
likened to the idea that when we love ourselves, we do not want others to harm us.
By not harming others and helping them, others will also experience happiness, and
to maintain this happiness, they must continue to help and support one another.
Finally, when verifying the concept of Puifa through intuitionism, it is understood
that knowledge of merit arises from within the person and can be self-verified. This
type of knowledge can be mutually confirmed when individuals have the same level
of understanding. From this study, the researcher concludes that we should not
validate the concept of Pufifia using just one type of epistemology. Instead, we
should use a tripartite approach, verifying it through empiricism, rationalism, and
intuitionism.

Keywords: Punfa; Epistemology; A Buddhist Epistemological Analysis
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