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Abstract

The donation of Vessantara becomes a controversial topic in the history of
Buddhism from the past to the present. In “The Questions of King Milinda,” the King
Milinda said to Nagasena that the donation of the prince does not follow the
concept of the middle way given by the Buddha. Modern scholars have raised the
question that it could be possible to see that the donation of the prince has caused
a number of serious problems in the society. The donation of his wife and children
has been seriously criticized as the thing that violates the human rights and why the
prince, who is believed to be a wise person, does not understand this simple thing.
In this research, | need to explain and defend the actions of Vessantara through a

perspective of Existentialism. Existentialism highly stresses the choice and
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responsibilities of a person, and | would like to argue that in donating things in his life
the prince is highly responsible for everything.

Keywords: The Donation; Vessantara; An Existentialist
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