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Abstract

This article aims to study the topic of “Bodhisattva as a natural leader in
Theravada Buddhism” by studying mainly from Tripitaka documents. The study
found that Buddhist leadership has three characteristics: 1) External characteristics:
having a graceful and respectable appearance, being strong, healthy, and diligent; 2)
Internal characteristics: having knowledge, a broad vision, expertise in work, and good
human relations; 3) being different from others, which will cause subordinates to

respect, believe, and believe sincerely. This characteristic of Buddhist leadership
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reflects the existence of Bodhisattva in Theravada Buddhism in various stories shown
in the Jataka tales, which must cultivate merit for oneself and sacrifice to help others
at the same time. It is considered a model that is specified for a person who is a
leader and has the characteristics that nature has selected for him. The physical
characteristics and personality of a desirable ruler as shown in the Aggafifia Sutta are
more beautiful than others, more attractive than others, more admirable than others,
and more fearsome than others.

Keywords: Bodhisattva, Leaders, Theravada Buddhism
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