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Abstract

The objective of this article is to investigate and analyze the concept of
goodness in Theravada Buddhist philosophy from a subjective perspective. The study
was conducted by examining relevant documents and research. The results indicate
that the problem of goodness in Theravada Buddhist philosophy has been a
significant issue attracting attention at both the metaphysical and ethical levels from
the past to the present. The explanation of goodness is often presented as a moral
value linked to actions and their karmic results, generally presumed to hold certain
universal standards. However, in the later period of studying ethical concepts in
Buddhist philosophy, a number of scholars have observed and proposed that

goodness in Theravada Buddhist philosophy should be explained more in subjective
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rather than objective terms. Therefore, goodness in Theravada Buddhist philosophy is
fundamentally subjective, based on an analysis of metaphysics, intention (cetana),
the structure of dependent origination (patliccasamuppada), and the relationship
between intention and karma.

Keywords: Concept of Goodness; Critical Study; Theravada Buddhist Philosophy
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