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Abstract

This article aims to examine the ritual practices concerning the afterlife in
Buddhism and Hinduism as manifested within the context of Thai society, analyzing
both conceptual frameworks and ritual practices. The Buddhist perspective on the

afterlife emphasizes the doctrines of karma, rebirth, and the ultimate attainment of
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Nirvana, with significant rituals including funeral ceremonies, Abhidhamma recitation,
and merit-making dedications for the deceased. In Hinduism, the concepts of Karma
and reincarnation are also central, but the ultimate goal is Moksha, liberation from
the cycle of samsara. Distinctive Hindu rituals include cremation according to Hindu
tradition and the Sraddha ritual for dedicating merit to the departed. The study finds
that although the two religions differ in their foundations and ultimate goals, within
the Thai context there emerges a clear intermingling and mutual influence. For
instance, the Thai Buddhist practice of merit dedication and the observance of the
Sart Thai festival reflect similarities to the Hindu Sraddha ritual, especially among
Thai communities of Indian descent who maintain traditional customs alongside Thai
Buddhist practices. This synthesis is rooted in the long-standing historical interactions
between Buddhism and Hinduism in the region, shaped by enduring religious and
cultural exchanges.
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