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Abstract
The objective of this article is to study the sacralization of the San Phra Phum

(Spirit House) as it appears in the community beliefs of Thai society, through a review
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of relevant documents and research. The study found that the San Phra Phum,
which is the abode of the area's guardian spirit, is described as originating from two
main components of belief: The belief in Deities (Thep): Phra Phum is viewed as
equivalent to a tree deity or a deity who watches over and protects the community.
This is rooted in the concept of the Four Heavenly Kings found in the Mahasamaya
Sutta, and the deities that protect humans as described in the Ratana Sutta, in
exchange for which humans must offer sacrifices in return. The belief in Sacred
Space: The sacred space originally started as the burial site of a tribal leader or
ancestor, who was revered as a protector. It later developed into the construction of
a spirit shrine or village guardian shrine (Arak Mu Ban). Subsequently, Buddhism
introduced the belief in deities to replace the indigenous guardian spirits or ancestral
spirits, giving Phra Phum the characteristic of a deity residing in a castle/palace
(Prasat). The designation of sacred space also serves as an idealized simulation of
Mount Meru and the various celestial realms. Furthermore, this process of
sacralization is reflected through two dimensions of change: Subjective Dimension;
the exaltation of an idealized person or community leader as a guardian/protector—
and Objective Dimension; the application of Buddhist concepts, specifically the
principle of Earth Deities from the Mahasamaya Sutta, to serve as a connection point
for Phra Phum to take on the role of area guardian in place of the original beliefs. In
conclusion, the San Phra Phum in Thai society is a symbol connecting the
relationship between humanity and nature, and represents a cultural syncretism
focused on creating sustainable coexistence.

Keywords: The Sacralization; San Phra Phum (Spirit House); Thai Society
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