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Abstract

This research article aimed to study the typology and belief systems
associated with dragon-themed merchandise on the Shopee e-commerce platform.
Data collection was conducted from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. The investigation

identified a total of 99 dragon-related items exhibiting belief-based characteristics.
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The research results were found as follows; The findings reveal that the dragon-
themed merchandise on Shopee can be categorized into three distinct typologies: 1)
Home Décor, consisting of two sub-categories: tabletop statues and wall-mounted
art; 2) Jewelry and Accessories, comprising four sub-categories: bracelets, necklaces
with pendants, rings, and wristwatches; and 3) Coins. Collectively, all three typologies
represent artistic creations that inherit and reflect traditional beliefs regarding dragon
iconography. Regarding the belief systems, two primary categories were identified: 1)
Beliefs pertaining to Physical Appearance (Iconography), which can be further
classified into three aspects: general characteristics, specific dragon types, and the
significance of dragon claws; and 2) Beliefs pertaining to Sacred Symbolism. In this
context, the dragon’s auspiciousness is augmented by its association with powerful
deities, thereby extending its symbolic authority to encompass stability, security, and
wealth, ultimately fulfilling societal needs and aspirations.

Keywords: Beliefs; Dragon-Themed Merchandise; Shopee E-Commerce Platform; Typology
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