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Abstracts

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the philosophical process of seeking
truth; 2) to study the process of seeking truth that appears in the Kesaputta Sutta; 3) to
analyze the philosophical process of finding the truth that appears in the mentioned Sutta.
This study was carried out by means of documentary research used in collecting data from
primary and secondary resources and afterwards the gathered data were interpreted by using
descriptive reasoning methods.

The results were as follows: There are two major methods of the process of seeking
truth in a philosophical approach: 1) the pursuit of truth through sensory contacts or
experience philosophically called the inductive pursuit of truth in other words it is to seek the
truth from small experiences to the conclusion of universal truth; this is a method of finding
knowledge of materialism; 2) the rational search for truths which philosophy calls it the
deductive pursuit of truth; it is the quest for universal truths to summarize the sub-truths; this
is a way to find the truth of the group of idealism.

The process of seeking truth as it appears in the Kesaputta Sutta includes: 1) be not
led by report, 2) tradition, 3) hearsay, 4) authority of texts, 5) mere logic, 6) inference, 7)
considering appearances, 8) the agreement with a considered and approved theory, 9)
seeming possibilities and 10) the idea ‘This is our teacher’. After these stages, critical
thinking is used to make a decision to believe.

There are two processes of philosophical truth finding in the Kesaputta Sutta: 1) the
truth seeking based on experience, namely the use of internal sense-fields (ajjihattikayatana)
including eyes, ears, nose, tongue and body and external sense-fields (bahirayatana) including
visible objects, sound, smell, tastes, physical contact and mind object; in philosophy, this is
called the inductive pursuit of truth and in the Kesaputta Sutta, it refers to items 1-4; 2)
rational search for truths, including the use of reasoning to search for truth; in philosophy,
this is called deductive pursuit of truth of idealism and in the Kesaputta Sutta, it refers to
items 5-10 above. Finding the truths in the Kesaputta Sutta is the use of both the inductive
method(paratoghosa, another’s utterance) and deductive method (yonisomanasikara, proper
attention) in critical thinking before making a decision to believe.

Keywords: Philosophical Process; Seeking Truth As Appeared; Kesaputta Sutta.
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