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Abstracts

The three purposes of this research were; 1) to study the three types of deities in
Theravada Buddhism 2) to study the situation of belief in the spiritual possession of the
community in the area of Municipality and 3) to analyze the belief in the spiritual possession
of the community. This research was a qualitative research by studying the data from the
documents and interviewing the Key informants consisting of 25 subjects and reporting the
results of this research by using the descriptive analysis.

The results of the research were found that the deities in Buddhism are Opapatika, that

is, 1) the creatures having the spontaneous births with the power of good kamma that was done
in the previous life consisting of three types, namely, 1) Gods by convention (Sammati- deva)
2) Gods by rebirth (Upapati-deva) and 3) Gods by purification (Visuddhi-deva). The analysis
of the deities appears in the scriptures in Buddhism and various Suta. In addition to this, the
deities still appear in some discourses that the five groups of deities recite the word “Namo”
(salutation) for 5 chapters and request the Buddha for his sermon as said it shows that the deities
really exist.  2) The beliefs in the spiritual possession of the community in the Municipality
of Nongbua Sub-district, were found that the belief in the deities and ghosts has existed in the
community for a long time because they believe that the ghosts are their ancestors who passed
away or simply saying to understand that they are the ancestors’ souls. The beliefs in the
spiritual possession towards the society can be classified into two aspects, that is, 1) in the
aspect of consultation such as people’s diseases and pains, to give information related to
foretell the horoscope , to avert the effect of misfortune and to set up the name and to find out
an auspicious occasion and the blessings 2) to believe that the body of the spiritual possession
is the representative of the deities who are the power and to believe that the spiritual possessor
can raise the social and economical status and to believe that the spiritual possessor can cure
various diseases. and 3) the results of analyzing the beliefs in the spiritual possession in
Buddhism in the area of Municipality of Nongbua sub-district were found that the Buddhists
in the area of Municipality of Nongbua Sub-district believe that the word “possessor “means
the representative who has an authority and can produce various things as they require or the
benefits and they still believe that the representative can cure various diseases . The virtues of
the spiritual possession compose of four virtues, that is, the aspect of tradition and culture,
society, economy, and politics.

Keywords: Analytical Study; Contemplation; Belief
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