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Abstract*  

Bel Canto, this beautiful traditional singing school, originated from the beautiful 

Mediterranean peninsula country in Europe - Italy, and spread to the main music centers of 

Italy in the 17th century: Venice, Rome, Napoli, and other places, and then into Milan. From 

the beginning of the 14th century to the beginning of the 17th century, due to the rise of 

handicrafts and industry, the germination of capitalism in Europe, and Italy as the earliest 

European capitalist country. In order to meet the needs of the new culture, the emerging 

bourgeoisie arose the famous "Renaissance" movement in history. The "Renaissance" 

movement was to revive the ancient Greek culture, break the shackles of feudalism, and thus 

establish a new culture. This is the political background of Bel Canto. This article presented 

the overview of the Bel Canto and development. 
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Introduction 

Bel canto singing is a vocal tradition originating from Europe, with a long history of 

origin and development that can be traced back to the ancient Greek period. This tradition, 

through continuous evolution and enrichment, ultimately formed a unique vocal technique and 

style, becoming a part of Western classical music 

 

Foundation laying in ancient Greece  

The history of bel canto singing is rooted in the ancient Greek period, and its 

contributions to vocal music and music theory are still cherished today. The ancient Greek 

music philosopher Pythagoras was one of the early founders of bel canto. His research explored 

the relationship between sound and numbers and discovered mathematical laws between sound 

frequencies, which provide important guidance for accurate pitch tuning and harmony. 

Pythagoras' contributions not only laid the foundation for the mathematical theory of 

sound, but also provided a solid foundation for the development of music theory. His research 

inspired later musicians to pay attention to the accuracy and harmony of pitch, which was 

particularly crucial in bel canto singing. 

The ancient Greek music mode is also an important element of bel canto singing. In 

ancient Greece, different music modes included various melodies and musical structures, which 

were used to express different emotions and connotations. This lays the foundation for the 

expressiveness and diversity of music, and performers can convey the emotions of musical 

works based on different music modes (Smith, 2020). 
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In addition, the concept of bel canto gradually formed during the ancient Greek period, 

especially the work of the Greek musician Timotheus. Timothy systematized vocal techniques, 

including vocal production, resonance, and other aspects, and applied these techniques to 

singing. He emphasized the beauty of sound and the expressive power of music, which became 

important components of bel canto singing. 

Overall, the musical philosophy, musical patterns, vocal techniques, and contributions 

of famous musicians in ancient Greece had a profound impact on the development of bel canto. 

The contributions of this period provided a solid foundation for music theory and vocal 

techniques, and laid a solid foundation for the later formation and development of music 

education and bel canto singing. 

 

Renaissance  

The Renaissance period, approximately from the 14th to the 17th century, was the 

golden age of European culture and art. During this period, bel canto experienced a significant 

revival and became the core of music education and performance. Italy became the cradle of 

Renaissance bel canto, especially in cities such as Florence, Venice, and Rome, becoming the 

center of bel canto (Brown, 2018). 

Giuseppe Foeni and the Theoretical Development of Bel canto 

Giuseppe Zarlino was an outstanding music theorist during the Renaissance. His book 

"The Institution of Music" was published in 1558, providing a detailed introduction to the 

theory and practice of bel canto singing. Foyni's contribution had a profound impact on the 

development of bel canto singing. 

In his works, Foyni emphasized the importance of sound control and intonation. He 

discussed in detail the production of sound, techniques for producing sound, accuracy of 

intervals, and resonance of sound. Foyni's works provided valuable guidance for the singers of 

that time, helping them develop higher levels of vocal skills. 

Foeni also emphasized the training and practice of vocal techniques. He believes that 

bel canto requires systematic vocal training, including vocal flexibility, throat coordination, 

and respiratory control. These concepts became the cornerstone of later bel canto education 

and were widely applied in modern vocal teaching. 

 

Humanistic Thought and Musical Expressiveness 

The music of the Renaissance blended with humanistic ideas. Humanism emphasizes 

the comprehensive development of individuals and their expressive power, and music is seen 

as a powerful medium for expressing emotions and ideas. Bel canto singing flourished during 

this period because it emphasized the expressive power and emotional transmission of music. 

Singers and musicians have begun to pay more attention to the expression of musical 

works, emphasizing the emotions and connotations of lyrics. This led to the evolution of bel 

canto singing, where musicians pursued greater expressiveness while singing, at tempting to 

tightly integrate music with text to convey profound emotions (Fang, 2004). 

 

The Interaction between Vocal and Instrumental Music 

The music philosophy of the Renaissance emphasized the coordination and interaction 

between vocal and instrumental music. Musicians believe that vocal and instrumental music 

should complement each other to create richer and more complex musical expressions. This 
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idea was fully reflected in opera during the Renaissance, and the interaction between vocal 

music and orchestras became a characteristic of opera performance. 

This interaction not only enriches the expressive power of music works, but also 

promotes the comprehensive development of music education. Musicians and singers must 

learn to work together with different instruments and musicians, which provides broader 

training and opportunities for music education. 

Overall, the revival of bel canto during the Renaissance had a profound impact on the 

development of music. Giuseppe Foyni's theoretical contributions, the influence of humanistic 

ideas, and the interaction between vocal and instrumental music have all provided a solid 

foundation for the inheritance and development of bel canto singing. The music education and 

theory of this period laid a solid foundation for the later development of music, making bel 

canto an important discipline in the field of vocal music. 

 

Technical complexity during the Baroque period 

The Baroque period, approximately from the late 17th century to the mid-19th century, 

is considered the peak period of vocal technical complexity. The music of this period was 

renowned for its exquisite polyphony and profound expression of emotions, which placed 

strict demands on singers and promoted the further development of vocal technology (Liu 7 

Chen, 2017). 

 

The use of decorative and vibrato tones 

The music of the Baroque period was filled with decorative notes, which were 

additional notes and intervals within bars to enrich the expressive power of the music. Singers 

must be able to perform various decorative notes, including acrobatic jumps, vibrat os, 

decorative notes, etc., to increase the complexity and emotional expression of the music. 

Trill was an important component of Baroque vocal techniques. Singers need to 

execute vibrato with precise intervals and rhythms, which requires excellent technical and 

musical expression. Treble not only requires the stability of the sound, but also requires 

singers to be able to convey emotions in the music, making it an important decorative element. 

 

The complexity of intervals 

Baroque music is known for its rich and colorful harmonic structures, which require 

singers to maintain accurate pitch and harmonious expression throughout complex intervals. 

Intervals may involve collaborative singing of multiple parts, requiring singers to possess 

excellent musical understanding and skills. 

 

Performance skills and emotional expression 

The vocal music of the Baroque period required singers to express profound emotions 

during their performances. Music usually contains strong emotional elements, and singers 

must be able to convey these emotions through their voices. This requires them to possess 

excellent performance skills, including dynamic changes in music, volume control, and 

emotional expression of music. 
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Coordination between orchestration and vocal music  

During the Baroque period, opera and vocal works were usually accompanied by 

orchestras, and singers had to coordinate with the band to ensure harmony between sound and 

instrumental music. This requires them to possess the skills of collaborative music 

performance and be able to collaborate with different musicians to create a unified musical 

expression (Johnson, 2016). 

Overall, the complexity of vocal techniques during the Baroque period was an 

important component of vocal development. Decorative notes, vibrato notes, complex 

intervals, and emotional expression require singers to possess excellent musical and 

performance skills. The vocal works of this period were renowned for their exquisite musical 

structure and profound emotional expression. The demand for vocal technology prompted 

continuous progress in vocal education, laying a solid foundation for the later development of 

music. 

 

Emotional expression during the romantic period 

The romantic period, approximately from the early 19th century to the end of the 19th 

century, was the peak period of vocal emotional expression. The music of this period was full 

of deep emotions and emotions, and singers were required to convey the content of their 

works with extremely high emotional expression ability. 

 

Diversity of emotions  

Romantic music emphasizes the diversity of emotions, and musical works usually 

contain rich emotional elements such as love, melancholy, sadness, joy, etc. Singers need to 

be able to accurately convey these emotions during their performances, so that the audience 

can deeply understand and feel the meaning of music. 

 

Profound expression of emotions 

The vocal works of the romantic period require singers to be able to deeply express 

emotions and make the audience feel the emotional impact of the music. This usually requires 

singers to possess excellent performance skills, including dynamic changes in music, volume 

control, emotional engagement, and emotional expression. Singers must convey the inner 

world of their characters through their voices, so that the audience can empathize with the 

characters (Jian, 2003). 

 

The Emotional Empowerment of Music 

The vocal works of the romantic period usually contain the emotional endowments of 

music, which means that the music itself is full of emotions. Singers need to be able to 

understand and convey the emotions in music while maintaining consistency with the 

composer's intentions. This requires them to have a musical understanding and expressive 

power, in order to perfectly present the emotions of music. 
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The combination of music and lyrics 

The vocal works of the romantic period usually have a carefully arranged combination 

of lyrics and music. Singers need to be able to integrate lyrics and music to ensure perfect 

coordination between music and emotions. This requires them to possess excelle nt 

pronunciation and vocal skills to make the lyrics clear and distinguishable, while combining 

them with the emotional expression of music. 

 

The Dynamics and Expressiveness of Music 

Romantic music often has rich dynamics and expressive power. Singers need to be 

able to accurately control the volume and intensity of music during singing, in order to 

perfectly present the emotional expression of the music. This requires them to have a dynamic 

grasp of music and emotional engagement. 

Overall, the vocal music of the romantic period emphasizes the depth and diversity of 

emotional expression. Singers need to be able to convey the rich emotions in their musical 

works while maintaining consistency with the emotional endowments of the music. The music 

of this period required singers to possess excellent performance skills, musical understanding, 

and musical expression, in order to fully showcase the essence of music and bring the 

audience an emotional experience of music. 

 

Development of modern bel canto singing techniques 

The development of modern bel canto singing marks progress in the field of vocal 

music. Over time, various countries and cultures have made unique contributions to the 

evolution of bel canto singing. During this period, the theory and practice of bel canto 

underwent significant changes and innovations, gradually forming the framework of modern 

vocal education. 

 

Bellini, Dorulay, and Their Contributions in the 19th Century 

The 19th century was an important period for the development of bel canto, including 

the contributions of famous Italian composers Vincenzo Bellini and Giovanni Battista Rubini. 

Bellini's opera works had a profound impact on the development of bel canto. His opera 

emphasizes the beauty of melody and the expression of emotions, requiring singers to possess 

a high level of musical expression. Dorulai is known for his outstanding treble skills, which 

provided an example for later singers and also promoted the technological evolution of bel 

canto singing (Chen, 2019). 

During this period, singers began to pay more attention to the linear beauty of sound 

and the smoothness of music. They pursue the harmony of music and the coherence of 

melody, which become the core elements of bel canto singing. Vocal training emphasizes the 

accurate tuning of sounds, the stability of intervals, and the emotional transmission of music. 
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Ricardo Shenna, Bellini, and Italian Tradition 

Italy has always been an important birthplace of bel canto, and it still maintains its 

traditional position until modern times. At the beginning of the 20th century, Riccardo 

Stracciari became a representative figure of bel canto singing, and his singing skills were 

known for their outstanding expressive power. In addition, the theoretical contributions of 

Italian musician Felice Romani also had a profound impact on the development of bel canto. 

He emphasizes the integrity of musical works and the emotional  engagement of singers, 

which has become the core concept of modern vocal education. 

 

Contributions from France, Germany, and Russia 

Apart from Italy, other countries have also made unique contributions to the 

development of bel canto singing. The French opera tradition emphasizes clear vocal and 

vocal expression, which challenges the purity and technique of sound production. The opera 

works of French composer Jules Massenet emphasize emotional expression, providing a vast 

space for singers to perform. 

The German vocal tradition is known for its complex musical structure and expressive 

power, and Richard Wagner's opera works reflect this tradition. Wagner emphasizes the 

performance of characters and the emotional expression of music, which places high demands 

on the singer's acting skills and voice control. 

The Russian vocal tradition emphasizes the diversity of timbre and the breadth of 

sound. Russian singers are famous for their passionate interpretation and the variability of 

their timbre, and their singing techniques provide rich demonstrations of the mus ical 

expression of bel canto. 

 

Global dissemination and modern development of bel canto singing 

In the 20th century, bel canto gradually went global, and vocal education in various 

countries began to benefit from its principles and techniques. The core concepts of bel canto 

singing, such as accurate tuning of the voice, stable intervals, emotional expression, and 

smooth music, have become the foundation of vocal education (Zhang, 2021). 

In modern times, bel canto continues to develop and evolve, influenced by various 

musical styles and cultures. Vocal education constantly adapts to different musical 

requirements, while also innovating on the basis of traditional bel canto singing. Vocal 

educators and singers strive to achieve a balance between technology and emotion in music 

performances, creating unforgettable music experiences. 

Overall, the development of modern bel canto is an important milestone in the field of 

vocal music, and the contributions of various countries have enriched the theory and practice 

of bel canto. The core principles of bel canto singing, such as musical expression and sound 

control, still influence modern vocal education and music performance, making it a 

continuously developing discipline 
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Overview of bel canto singing 
Bel canto singing, as an important technique in the field of vocal music, emphasizes 

sound production, vocal techniques, and musicality. It represents the highly technical and 

artistic nature of vocal music, as well as the requirement for precise control and expressive 

power of singers' voices. This section will explore in detail the core principles of bel canto 

singing, including accuracy of sound, breathing control, resonance and vocal techniques, as 

well as musicality and expressiveness. By combining Chinese and foreign literature, we aim 

to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the concept and application of bel canto 

singing. 

 

Accuracy of Sound 

Bel canto emphasizes the high accuracy of the voice. This means that singers need to 

be able to accurately sing notes and intervals to ensure the correct expression of musical 

works. The accuracy of sound is the foundation of bel canto singing, which requires singers to 

have excellent musical listening and notation abilities. 

According to Jeffrey Kim's research, the accuracy of sound is crucial for vocal 

performance. Singers should be able to accurately hit notes to ensure the accuracy and 

musicality of their musical works. Jin also emphasized the importance of sound accuracy for 

emotional communication in vocal performance. 

According to vocal expert Richard Miller, the accuracy of sound is closely related to 

the singer's vocal skills and voice health. Accurate note singing requires singers to have 

excellent voice control and sound preparation abilities. He pointed out that accuracy is the 

foundation of vocal skills, which can increase the charm and expressiveness of vocal 

performance. 

 

Respiratory control 

Breathing is one of the foundations of bel canto singing. Singers need to learn correct 

breathing techniques to ensure the persistence and stability of their voices. Respiratory control 

includes the depth, rhythm, and coordination of breathing. Singers must be able to inhale and 

exhale correctly to support the singing of notes, especially on long or high notes. 

According to Kathryn Caban's research, breathing control is a key component of bel 

canto singing. She pointed out that correct breathing techniques can increase the stability and 

persistence of the sound, helping singers handle complex notes and intervals.  Breath control 

also helps to improve the quality and volume of sound. 

According to Robert Seale Park, breathing is one of the most important techniques in 

vocal performance. He believes that singers need to learn to control their breathing to cope 

with different musical compositions and performance requirements. Breathing techniques can 

not only enhance the technical quality of the sound, but also increase its musicality and 

expressive power. 

 

Resonance and vocal techniques 

Resonance is a key element of bel canto singing. Resonance involves the enhancement 

and amplification of sound, and is an important determinant of sound quality and volume. The 

vocal techniques include correct vibration of the vocal cords, sound projection, and effective 

utilization of the resonant cavity. 



776 Journal of Modern Learning Development 

Vol. 9 No. 8 August 2024 

    
 

According to Domenico Scarlatti's research, resonance is the core of bel canto singing. 

He emphasized the importance of resonant cavity and believed that singers should learn how 

to effectively utilize the nasal cavity, oral cavity, and throat to enhance sound resonance, 

thereby improving the sound quality and volume. 

According to vocal experts, vocal technique is a key element of bel canto singing. The 

correct vibration of the vocal cords, the projection of sound, and the use of resonant cavities 

can improve the quality and expressiveness of sound. These techniques help singers achieve 

clarity and musicality in their voices. 

 

Musicality and Expressiveness 

Bel canto not only emphasizes the technical nature of the sound, but also emphasizes 

musicality and expressive power. Singers need to be able to convey emotions, interpret the 

content of the song, and establish emotional connections with the audience. Musicality 

includes musical interpretation, rhythm, and the handling of musical details, while 

expressiveness involves emotional communication and stage performance. 

According to Selma Malv é r's research, musicality and expressiveness are key goals 

of bel canto singing. She emphasized the importance of singers' deep understanding and 

emotional communication of musical works. Musicality and expressiveness can enrich vocal 

performance, making it more infectious and artistic. 

According to internationally renowned soprano Maria Callas, expressiveness is the 

soul of vocal performance. She believes that singers should be able to deeply understand the 

emotional connotations of songs and integrate them into their performances. Expressiveness 

can make vocal performance more personalized and artistic, establishing emotional resonance 

with the audience. 

By synthesizing the relevant viewpoints of each vocalist and singer, we can have a 

more comprehensive understanding of the concept and application of bel canto. Bel canto 

singing is a complex technique that requires singers to strike a balance between musical, 

technical, and expressive abilities in order to achieve excellent vocal performance. 

 
Conclusion 

The core principles of bel canto singing include accuracy of sound, breathing control, 

resonance and vocal techniques, as well as musicality and expressiveness. These principles 

together constitute the comprehensive vocal techniques of bel canto singing. The accuracy of 

sound requires singers to be able to accurately sing notes and intervals. Breath control 

involves the depth and coordination of breathing, resonance and vocal techniques include 

sound projection and the use of resonance cavities, and musical ity and expressiveness 

emphasize emotional communication and musicality processing. These principles are 

intertwined and require singers to comprehensively apply them in their singing to achieve 

high-quality vocal performance. 
By delving into the core principles of bel canto singing, one can better understand the 

key points and goals of this vocal technique. These principles are not only applicable to vocal 

performance, but also to vocal education, providing effective learning methods and guidance 

for students. In future research, I will explore the writing and practical application of a 

teaching manual for bel canto, in order to further explore the development and application of 

this important field. 

 



Journal of Modern Learning Development  
ปีที่ 9 ฉบับท่ี 8 ประจำเดือนสิงหาคม 2567 

777 

 

 

References 
Brown, S. L. (2018). The Art of Vocal Pedagogy: Crafting an Effective Manual for Classical 

Singing Instruction. Music Education Research, 32 (4), 289-307. 

Chen, M. (2019). Understanding the Perception and Practice of Bel Canto Singing Techniques 

among Students at Shenyang Conservatory of Music. Journal of Vocal Studies, 33 (2), 

45-62. 

Fang, L. (2004). Intelligent voice. Jiangsu education press. 

Jian, Z. (2003). Creation and characteristics of China's "mixed chorus". Huang, journal of 

Wuhan music institute, (2), 112- 115. 

Johnson, M. P. (2016). Exploring the Artistry of Bel Canto Singing: A Stylistic Analysis. 

Musicology Today, 28 (1), 45-62. 

Liu, Y. & Chen, H. (2017). Evaluating the Impact of Bel Canto Handbook Usage in Vocal 

Education at Shenyang Music Academy. International Journal of Music and Arts, 10 

(2), 78-94. 

Smith, J. A. (2020). Developing a Comprehensive Manual for Teaching Bel Canto Singing 

Technique. Journal of Music Education, 45 (2), 123-138. 

Zhang, M. (2021). The Application and Development of Bel Canto Singing Technique in 

Chinese Vocal Education. Journal of Music Education Research, 45 (3), 109-126. 
 


