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Abstract

This research aims to examine the motifs and worldview of the Lisu ethnic group as
reflected in the motifs found in Yunnan Province folklore, People's Republic of China. This
qualitative study analyzes a sample of 130 folktales. The researcher collected all data from
documents published in the People's Republic of China and analyzed folktale texts from the
book Collected Lisu Tribal Folktales, which is widely recognized as the most complete source
on Lisu tribal folktales in Yunnan Province.

The findings reveal three major types of motifs: (1) character motifs, which include
ordinary people with unique attributes, individuals with supernatural powers, and magical
animals; (2) object motifs, comprising magical items acquired from others and self-created
magical objects; and (3) event motifs, consisting of events concerning the world and the
cosmos, events involving trickery, human life events, and events about human-animal
relationships. These three particle types reveal the worldview of the Lisu ethnic group, which
holds that the world results from the creation of an all-powerful divine hero. Under this deity's
guardianship, the roles of men and women are regarded with balance. Women are endowed
with courage and leadership qualities on par with men, allowing romantic relationships to
transcend physical or social constraints. Based on the insights from this study, particularly those
concerning gender roles within the Lisu worldview, governmental agencies should incorporate
these findings into policy frameworks to strengthen social relationships between the Thai and
Chinese ethnic groups.

Keywords: Motifs; Folktales; Lisu Tribe; Worldview
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