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Abstract

Within very little knowledge of modern Japanese philosophy
discussed in Thailand, there is a book named, “Postmodern in Japan,” by
Chaiyan Chaiyaporn, describing the development of philosophical thinking
in modern Japan. Presented in the book is that Nietzche's way of thinking
has influenced the movement of Japanese philosopher. This book is seen
offering important and rich information to people who are interested in
studying modern Japanese philosophy. By reviewing this book using
philosophical point of view, the background of the invention of Japanese
word, ‘Tetsugaku’ is revealed. This book also illustrates the status of father
of modern Japanese philosophy through roles of Nishi Amane and Nishida

Kitaro.

Keywords: Philosophy in Japan, Japanese philosophy, Modern Japanese
philosophy
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Abstract

This paper studies naturalist concept of Taoism on the issue of an
argument of applying the Taoist naturalism concepts to human beings.
Findings reveal that 1) the main idea of Taoist philosophy is to focus on
nature. According to Taoism, “nature is real”, and such nature is actually
called Taoism. In other word, Tao is nature and nature is Tao. Accessing to
nature is accessing to Tao. It is also said that nature or Tao is truth. If the
world needs access to truth, there is no need to build, develop or refine
anything. Doing nothing is the action of accessing to truth. Findings also
reveal that 2) the application of naturalistic concept of Taoist philosophy on
human is not easy. This is because the naturalist concept of the Taoist
philosophy is extreme. That is, its’ rejection to all kinds of creation and all
kinds of object-oriented developments, intellectual training, and its belief
that real action is doing nothing could not be applicable to all humans,
especially when being applied in the context of education. In order to become
a complete human who can access to truth, everybody must receive

education, go through training and denvelopment.

Keywords : naturalism, Taoism, and human nature.
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Abstract

The paper studies the belief system and the Japanese society’s
identity reflection. This study analyzed data of two different aspects: 1) Folk
Shintoism and 2) Bushido. In analyzing the first aspect, it is evident that Flok
Shintoism is seen as a basic belief system of Japanese society. This results
from the combination of beliefs harmoniously from the three sources such
as the belief of Shintoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism. Flok Shintoism
ignores the concept of the existing of the next world. More importance is
given to paying respect to ancestors, being loyal to gods and emperors,
having love for nature and simple life, and understanding the real nature of
human as being born with goodness. In analyzing the second aspect,
findings reveals that Bushido or way of the warriors has received big influence
from Folk Shintoism’s thinking system. Therefore, Bushido is seen as a

representative and example that reflect the identity of the Japanese society.

Keywords : Belief system, Folk Shintoism, Bushido
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Abtract

Legalism is one of schools of thought in Chinese philosophy which
emphasis on legal system. Legalism sees human as being evil in nature and
usually aim to take political control. Han Fei Tzu is the greatest conceptor
of Legalism. His concept is characterized as adopting one philosophical
concept from various schools of the similar thought which later partly added
in some philosophical concepts of other schools in a semi-philosophy
manner. According to Han Fei Tzu, ethics and traditional principles are too
weak aspects to be used as the main regulations to keep society in order.
Therefore, they are not effective tool that a leader of a country should apply
to maintain the country’s discipline. On the other hand, it is believed that
legal punishment is the best tool. Han Fei Tzu’s concept is also seen as the
polularism as it views the application of ethics would result in the country’s
chaos. In terms of the relation of individual and community, Han Fei Tzu
postulates that these two must be separated because they are always in
contrast.

A careful study of Han Fei Tzu’'s concept reveals that the different
context between society and environment couldn’t be arranged under one
same method. Instead, any method used should be altered to suit the
existing situation. Han Fei Tzu sees the relation of ethical system and legal
system as two different systems that couldn’t be mixed. In fact, he
emphasizes on supporting the state security more than ethical system.

This paper argues that Han Fei Tzu’'s concept has conflict in itself.
If there is no ethical system, there will be nothing that could monitor the
leader’s exercising his power. A legal system in a hand of an unethical

leader could ruin the country. This paper strongly argues that ethical



nann1sLnAsesresfueae

principles, especially the humanitarian principle are the main mechanic that
could maintain the state power. Although sometimes the strict law helps
maintain the state, the ethical concepts could be combined so that both
ethics and law could simultaneously work in enhancing one another.
Therefore, the paper suggests that the combination of ethical and legal
systems should be considered when a leader needs the most effective tool

to run his state.

Keywords : Legalism, Han Fei Tzu, Philosophy of Law, Legal.
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Abstract

This article aims to seek answer for a question regarding human in
the dimensions of religion and philosophy. Such question fundamentally
reflects how human attempt to learn about themselves. Exploring religious
and philosophical paradigms, it was evident that Hindu-Brahmin, Christianity
and Islam describe the origin of man in relation to the system of creation of
the ultimate being. On the other hand, Buddhism tries to explain such concept
underlying the negativism aspect which indicates that origin of human is
related to god-like soul which is called rebirth-consciousness. According to
the concept of negativism, rebirth-consciousness is not eternal existence.
Although the philosophical paradigms have tried to obtain such answer
through reasoning new theories, there is still no single answer without
critiques. In terms of answering the inquiry, “what constitutes good human
beings”, both religions and philosophies give the similar response stating

that good human beings should have individual peace and social cohesion.
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study A Ajarn Cha’s teaching
statements in a book entitled, “Dharma on Trees.” The paper particularly
aims to identify statements which are related to good deed.

Findings reveal that good deed is always attached to good acting.
The findings also report that Buddhism’s aspect of good acting influences
Ajarn Cha teaching. This could be seen from his postulating that good acting
must be derived from human’s intention. Such intention consists of driving
forces that produce action. These driving forces are Kusalamula 3 (Alobha,
Adosa, and Amoha) and Akusalamula 3 (Lobha, Dosa and Moha). This
paper finally highlights that the 3 Kusalamula are seen as good deed.
Therefore, this paper argues that any actions described in the book that are

related to the 3 Kusalamula are seen as good conduction.

Keywords: Acting, Good, Kusalamula, Dharma on Trees, Ajarn Cha
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