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Abstract

The book review of "Buddhism and the Environment" by Prawet
Inthongpan aims to study the concepts of Buddhism and the environment. The study
found that Prawet Inthongpan's concepts of Buddhism and the environment
encompasses 10 distinct dimensions have 10 perspectives: (1) philosophical and
religious environment consists of five core concepts: Anthropocentrism, Biocentrism,
Ecocentrism, Pantheism, and the Ultimate Truth (Sacca-dhamma), (2) Buddhism and
environment represents the profound and harmonious relationship between
Buddhism and the natural surroundings, (3) environmental problems stem from
human desires. Efforts to resolve them involve the integration of science, social
sciences, and humanities, (4) Buddhism and forests share a symbiotic relationship,

serving as places for living and Dhamma practice. This includes the establishment of
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monastic discipline (Vinaya) regarding forests and forest dwelling (Senasana) in both
forest and village, (5) Buddhism and animals are regarded as fellow beings subject to
the same cycle of birth, old age, sickness, and death. Therefore, they must be treated
with loving-kindness and compassion, (6) Buddhism and Water Conservation: Water
is recognized as an essential factor for life. This perspective involves monastic
regulations concerning water usage and Dhamma principles related to water
preservation, (7) Environmental Philosophy in Buddhism is grounded in the principle
of dependent origination (Paticcasamuppada), Tilakkhana (the three characteristics),
Panca-khandha (the five aggregates), and Ariyasacca (the Four Noble Truths) as a
process, (8) Buddhist ethics and environmental conservation and resolution or ethical
principle are known as Katanyukatavedita (grateful person), (9) Thai Buddhist monks
and environmental conservation: Buddhist monks are spiritual leaders of Thai society
from the past to the present, monks play a vital role in environmental preservation,
leading to (10) Buddhist rituals and community beliefs in environmental conservation
regarding the ten perspectives on Buddhism and the environment proposed by
Prawet Inthongpan, the writer hold a different view on two specific points: (1) in terms
of environmental philosophy and religion, the writer proposes that Dhamma-niyama
(The Order of Nature) refers to the Buddhist environment, consisting of non-human
environments known as ecosystems in academic terms, and the environment of the
body and mind, known in Dhamma language as Nama-Rupa (Name and Form);
(2) regarding environmental issues, Prawet Inthongpan suggests that humanity seeks
and strives to apply the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities more than
wisdom itself. From the writer’s perspective, environmental wisdom arises from

human desires stemming from within individuals.
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